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A  N O T E  O N  A C A D E M I C  O F F E R I N G S

Courses, instructional resources and assessments are re‐
viewed annually and may be updated when the school
judges a change to be in students' interests. The edition date

above identifies the version you are reading; the current pro‐
gramme is maintained online.

T E C H N I C A L  A P P E N D I X

Standards alignment, the full assessment inventory, instruc‐

tional-resource editions and platforms, and the curriculum
review cycle are published separately as the Technical
Appendix.

Scan for the current academic programme at assahaba.org

Garden of the Sahaba Academy reviews its academic programme annually. Course offerings, instructional resources and assessments described here are those planned for the
2026–2027 school year; the current programme is maintained at assahaba.org.
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F R O N T  M A T T E R G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
W H AT  T H I S  G U I D E  C O N T A I N S

Every subject Garden of the Sahaba Academy teaches, from Pre-K 3 to Grade 11: what
students learn, how they are taught, and how their learning is measured. Qur’an,
Arabic and Islamic Studies are set out in the same detail as English, mathematics, sci‐

ence and social studies. Grade-by-grade summaries, subject progressions, the high-
school course catalogue and graduation requirements sit together in one volume.
Standards alignments, the full assessment inventory and resource editions are pub‐

lished separately in the Technical Appendix.

H O W  I T  I S  O R G A N I S E D

PART PAGES WHAT IT ANSWERS

One · The School 5–13 What the school is for, and what a graduate looks like

Two · Qur’an,
Islamic Studies and
Arabic

14–21 The Islamic programme, year by year

Three · The
Academic Journey

22–37 Each division, each grade, and every high-school course

Four · Subject
Progression

38–45 How one discipline develops across fourteen years

Five · Assessment
and Resources

46–47 How learning is measured, and what it is taught from

H O W  T O  F I N D  Y O U R  C H I L D ’ S  Y E A R

Turn to Part Three. Early Learning begins on p.23. The Grade at a Glance cards run
from p.26 to p.31, two grades to a page; high school begins on p.32, with the course

catalogue on pp.33–34. Each card names the subjects taken, the year’s academic pri‐
orities, its signature experiences, its major assessments and its essential outcomes.
Then read the matching subject progression in Part Four to see where the year leads

next.

W H E R E  T O  F I N D  L I V E  U P D AT E S

Course offerings, assessment dates and instructional resources are reviewed annually.
The current year’s programme is maintained online at assahaba.org, and the QR code
on p.2 links to it directly.
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II

T H E  S C H O O L

Instilling in each child the love of
learning, and linking it to the love of
Allah and to serving humanity.

P A R T  O N E



P A R T  O N E  ·  T H E  S C H O O L G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
Garden of the Sahaba Academy educates the whole child. Its guiding principles begin
with the individuality of every student and end in service: each child is challenged to

reach their full potential, and the love of learning is deliberately linked to the love of
Allah and to serving humanity. Four principles follow from that. They are not aspira‐
tions. They are the standard against which the programme set out in the rest of this

guide is planned, taught and reviewed.

T H E  W H O L E  C H I L D

Mind, spirit and body are taught together rather than in sequence. Elementary stu‐
dents open the day with Qur’anic recitation in assembly and, from Grade 2, gather
again for congregational ṣalāh in the prayer hall. Fine arts are carried inside the core

subjects rather than timetabled away from them. Physical education asks students to
connect what they feel when they play to what is happening in their bodies. No part of
a child is treated as an interruption of the academic day.

T H E  I N D I V I D U A L  S T U D E N T

Recognition of the individuality of every student is the first of the school’s stated prin‐
ciples, and it is a scheduling decision before it is a sentiment. Elementary classes are

grouped by ability and taught to the group’s need; students who continue to struggle
receive additional instruction individually. Accommodation and differentiation are ex‐

pected of every teacher. In Early Learning, children work individually and in groups ac‐
cording to their developmental needs. Teachers meet weekly to plan for named
students.

L E A R N I N G  B E F O R E  T E A C H I N G

“The emphasis is on student learning rather than teaching.” The test of a GSA lesson is
what the student did in it. Kindergarten Islamic Studies works through role modelling

and reflective discussion about the Creator and creation. Grade 4 science runs on the
Five E’s — engage, explore, explain, elaborate, evaluate. Grade 8 science withholds the

keywords and asks students to find the science in an ordinary scene. Instruction nar‐
rows as independence grows.

K N O W L E D G E  I N  T H E  S E R V I C E  O F  F A I T H

Islam is not a subject added to the timetable; it is the framework through which the
other subjects are read. Elementary science teaches that the senses are a gift from
Allah, and then that the scientific method begins with the senses. Grade 7 social stud‐

ies uses the āyāt describing Prophet Moses, Prophet Aaron and Pharaoh as primary
sources for Ancient Egypt. Grade 8 reads American history through the names of Allah
— Ar-Razzāq, Al-Jabbār, Al-Fattāḥ. The stated end of this is not knowledge for its own

sake: it is “serving humanity by serving The Creator.”
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P A R T  O N E  ·  T H E  S C H O O L G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

PORTRAIT OF A GSA GRADUATE
GSA states its goals in three folds: religious and spiritual, academic, and citizenship.

The six competencies on this spread are drawn from those goals and from the school’s
own philosophy — nothing here is imported from outside the school’s language. Each
is defined in a sentence and evidenced from practice already documented in the cur‐

riculum. Together they describe what fourteen years at Garden of the Sahaba
Academy are meant to produce.

1  ·  R O O T E D

Knows the Islamic faith, its values and its traditions from the inside, and can explain
them.

At GSA this looks like… Kindergarten learning to love Islam through role modelling and reflective discussion about the Creator and creation, rather
than through recited definitions.

At GSA this looks like… tajwīd introduced in Grade 3 and the basic meanings of Juzʾ 28, 29 and 30 understood by the end of Grade 5.

2  ·  P R I N C I P L E D

Holds to strong moral character when the conduct is inconvenient, unseen or

unrewarded.

At GSA this looks like… the teachings of the Qur’an governing manners and conduct through every part of the school day, not only inside the Islamic
Studies period.

At GSA this looks like… Grade 1 studying honesty, forgiveness, cleanliness, charity and the etiquette of eating as taught content, alongside the
biography of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم.

3  ·  I N Q U I R I N G

Asks a question worth answering, and pursues it through evidence rather than

assertion.

At GSA this looks like… Grade 4 science built on the Five E’s — engage, explore, explain, elaborate, evaluate.

At GSA this looks like… Grade 8 students handed an ordinary scene, denied the keywords, and asked to find the science inside it.
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P A R T  O N E  ·  T H E  S C H O O L G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

P O R T R A I T  O F  A  G S A  G R A D U A T E  ·  C O N T I N U E D

4  ·  A C C O M P L I S H E D

Meets a high academic standard, and knows precisely what that standard is.

At GSA this looks like… this guide itself, which states the knowledge and skills required at each grade level — a school goal discharged in print rather
than described.

At GSA this looks like… high-school credit earned in Grade 8, in English I and Algebra I.

5  ·  D E P E N D A B L E

Honours a commitment and completes it on time, understanding that other people

are relying on it.

At GSA this looks like… a Grade 6–8 science-fair investigation: pre-approved in class, carried out at home, then defended before qualified judges in a
question-and-answer session.

At GSA this looks like… a middle-school newsletter that has to be written, edited and actually published, and a play that has to be performed.

6  ·  I N  S E R V I C E

Uses what they know for the benefit of other people, and takes the share of leadership

that requires.

At GSA this looks like… Kindergarten students cleaning the school campus and collecting money for orphans and the poor as part of the Islamic
Studies programme.

Q
U R ’ A N  ·  A R A B I C  ·  I S L A M I C  S T U D I E S

ROOTED

PRINCIPLED

INQUIRINGACCOMPLISHED

DEPENDABLE

IN SERVICE

Faith
T H E  C O R E

The six competencies interlock around a core of faith; the Qur’an, Arabic and Islamic Studies programme runs behind all six rather than beside them.
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P A R T  O N E  ·  T H E  S C H O O L G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

THE GSA LEARNING MODEL
Six stages describe how a GSA lesson tends to move. They are not a lesson plan and
not a sequence any single class completes in a day; they are the order in which the

school builds understanding, from the Qur’an outward to the community.

1

F A I T H
Day opens with

the Qur’an

2

K N O W L E D G E
Taught

explicitly

3

I N Q U I R Y
Investigate

first

4

A P P L I C AT I O N
Used on

something real

5

C H A R A C T E R
Taught and
modelled

6

S E R V I C E
Turned outward

STAGE WHAT IT MEANS ONE DOCUMENTED PRACTICE

FAITH
The day opens with the Qur’an before it
opens with a subject.

All grade levels gather in morning assembly to review Juzʾ 29 and 30 and the life lessons the
Qur’an teaches; elementary students begin the day with recitation in assembly (see p.13).

KNOWLEDGE
Content is taught explicitly, and the
required skills are named in advance.

Explicit instruction across the four areas of literacy — reading, writing, speaking and
listening — on a weekly routine of targeted skills, in every elementary grade.

INQUIRY
Students investigate before they are told
the answer.

Grade 4 science is built on the Five E’s: engage, explore, explain, elaborate, evaluate.

APPLICATION
Knowledge is used on something real, in
front of people who will ask about it.

The school-wide science fair: Grades 6–8 carry out a pre-approved investigation at home
and present it to qualified judges, followed by questioning.

CHARACTER
Conduct is taught, modelled and
expected, not assumed.

Islamic Studies from Kindergarten teaches through role modelling and reflective discussion;
the teachings of the Qur’an govern manners and conduct throughout the school day.

SERVICE
What has been learned is turned
outward.

Kindergarten students clean the school campus and collect money for orphans and the
poor.

Note on method. Methods vary by division and by subject. Each practice named
above is documented in GSA’s curriculum for the grade or division stated; none should

be read as universal across the school, and no classroom is expected to run all six
stages in a single period. Where a division’s practice differs, the difference is set out in
Part Three.
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P A R T  O N E  ·  T H E  S C H O O L G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

HOW GSA MAKES THINKING VISIBLE
Thinking Maps are GSA’s shared visual language for reasoning. They appear in lan‐
guage arts, mathematics, science, social studies, Islamic Studies and Arabic, from the

earliest grades through high school — simplified at first, then used for synthesis as stu‐
dents mature. Eight structures cover eight distinct cognitive processes, so the map a
student reaches for names the thinking the task requires.

STRUCTURE COGNITIVE PURPOSE

Circle Map Defining a subject in context; surfacing what is already known and where it came from

Bubble Map Describing with precise qualities; building the vocabulary of description

Double Bubble Map Comparing and contrasting two things

Tree Map Classifying and grouping; sorting members into categories

Brace Map Analysing a physical whole into its parts

Flow Map Sequencing and ordering; stages and sub-stages

Multi-Flow Map Cause and effect; what led to an event and what followed from it

Bridge Map Seeing analogies; carrying one relating factor across pairs

In the classroom. Grade 6 Social Studies students define the five areas of Social
Studies — geography, history, culture, government and economy — on a Tree Map,

then work in pairs across the school campus generating real examples of each from
their own lives, current events and earlier grades. Grade 3 science journals record in‐
vestigations “in the form of paragraphs or thinking maps”, and middle-school Arabic

runs a writing and grammar centre built on Thinking Maps.

◆ In the subject sections that follow, this marker identifies a place where Thinking
Maps are part of the documented practice for that subject and division.
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P A R T  O N E  ·  T H E  S C H O O L G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

PRE-K THROUGH GRADUATION: THE
JOURNEY
Fourteen years, four divisions, one continuous programme. Each division carries four

developmental priorities; the ribbon on p.12 lists what never stops.

E A R LY  L E A R N I N G
Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4

E L E M E N TA R Y
Kindergarten to Grade 5

M I D D L E  S C H O O L
Grades 6 to 8

H I G H  S C H O O L
Grades 9 to 11

G S A  G R A D U AT E

O N E  C O N T I N U O U S  P R O G R A M M E  ·  F O U R T E E N  Y E A R S

EARLY LEARNING  ·  PRE-K 3 AND PRE-K 4 ELEMENTARY  ·  KINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 5

Emerging literacy across nine themes Reading, writing, speaking, listening daily

Self-regulation through Conscious Discipline Congregational ṣalāh from Grade 2

First suwar from Juzʾ ʿAmma Tajwīd introduced in Grade 3

Inquiry with simple scientific tools First science fair entry, Grade 2
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P A R T  O N E  ·  T H E  S C H O O L G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

P R E - K  T H R O U G H  G R A D U A T I O N :  T H E  J O U R N E Y  ·  C O N T I N U E D

MIDDLE SCHOOL  ·
GRADES 6 TO 8 HIGH SCHOOL  ·  GRADES 9 TO 11 THE GSA GRADUATE

Analysis across
academic and
Islamic subjects

Study beside a resident Islamic scholar Rooted · Principled

Judged science-fair
research, every
student

County-level science fair competition Inquiring · Accomplished

Essay, DBQ and
primary-source
argument

Newsletter, stage performance, recitation competitions Dependable · In Service

High-school credit
begins in Grade 8

Preparation for college and career One quarter of the Qur’an memorised; the rest recited correctly

C A R R I E D  T H R O U G H  A L L  F O U R T E E N  Y E A R S

CONTINUOUS STRAND DOCUMENTED SPAN

Qur’an Pre-K 3 to Grade 11 — recited and memorised daily from the first preschool year

Arabic Pre-K 3 to Grade 11 — integral to the Early Learning curriculum and taught to the final year

Islamic Studies Pre-K 3 to Grade 11

Morning assembly All grade levels

Thinking Maps Elementary through high school

Character Pre-K 3 to Grade 11 — conduct governed by the teachings of the Qur’an throughout the school day
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P A R T  O N E  ·  T H E  S C H O O L G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

SIGNATURE EXPERIENCES
Six experiences recur across the years and belong to no single subject. They are where
the competencies on pp.7–8 become visible.

M O R N I N G  A S S E M B LY

What it is — The school day opens with the Qur’an. All grade levels
gather to review Juzʾ 29 and 30 and the life lessons the Qur’an teaches.
From Grade 2, students meet again for congregational ṣalāh in the
prayer hall.
Who takes part — The whole school, daily.
What it demonstrates — Revision is continuous, and the Qur’an frames
the day rather than occupying a period inside it.

T H E  S C I E N C E  F A I R

What it is — A school-wide fair carrying a student question through the
full scientific process: inquiry, observation, conclusion, write-up,
defence.
Who takes part — Class projects in Grades 2–4, group projects in Grade
5, every student individually in Grades 6–8 before qualified judges;
high-school students compete at county level.
What it demonstrates — Independent investigation, and the ability to
answer for one’s own evidence under questioning.

Q U R ’A N  R E C I T AT I O N  C O M P E T I T I O N S

What it is — Students memorise in order to compete in recitation.
Who takes part — Middle and high school students.
What it demonstrates — Sustained memorisation held to a public
standard of accuracy and tajwīd.

C U LT U R E  D A Y

What it is — An annual, school-wide immersion in one country: its
culture, its people, its place in the world. The country changes each
year, and weeks of research lead up to the day.
Who takes part — The whole school.
What it demonstrates — Research sustained across weeks, and the
ummah understood as a real geography rather than an idea.

S I M U L AT E D  H A J J

What it is — During the days of Hajj, students perform the rites in
sequence on the school campus, having first put the events into
practical and chronological order in class.
Who takes part — Grades 1 and 2.
What it demonstrates — That an act of worship a child may not perform
for many years is already understood in its order, its purpose and its
physical reality.

P U B L I S H I N G  A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E

What it is — Student work leaves the classroom. Newsletters are
published; plays and poetry are written and performed on stage;
student-written skits, verse and Qur’anic recitation are performed at
school events.
Who takes part — Elementary students at the annual performance and
the fundraiser; middle and high school through the newsletter and
stage productions.
What it demonstrates — Writing for a real audience, and performance
treated as a normal part of the academic year.
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Q U R ’ A N ,  I S L A M I C  S T U D I E S
A N D  A R A B I C

The Qur’an curriculum instils the love of
Allah in the hearts of the youth through
understanding, revering, implementing
and memorising His words.

P A R T  T W O



P A R T  T W O  ·  Q U R ’ A N ,  I S L A M I C  S T U D I E S  A N D  A R A B I C G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

QUR’ANIC STUDIES
W H AT  S T U D E N T S  L E A R N

Students learn to recite the Qur’an accurately, to memorise it, and to understand what
they have memorised. The programme is built in that order and returns to it every
year.

Recitation begins by ear in Pre-K, where children become familiar with the words of
Allah before they can read them, and moves to the page in Kindergarten, when chil‐
dren open a muṣḥaf and decode what they have been reciting. The science of tajwīd is
taught formally from Grade 3 — twenty-nine rules, learned and applied — and stu‐
dents read for meaning as well as accuracy. By the end of Grade 5 they have under‐
stood the basic meanings of Juzʾ 28, 29 and 30. In the middle and high school the em‐
phasis moves to tafsīr — the history, context and lessons of the āyāt.

Students are also taught the etiquette of the muṣḥaf — how it is carried, opened, recit‐
ed from and set down. It is taught inside the subject, not announced beside it.

H O W  S T U D E N T S  L E A R N

In the youngest classes the Qur’an is recited and memorised every day, teacher and
children together, with correct rules and pronunciation. Āyāt are set on sentence strips
with pictures and shown on screen. In Kindergarten through Grade 2 the work is
hands-on: storytelling, play-based activities and visual aids which give every learner a
way into the same text.

The muṣḥaf itself marks progress. Grades 3 to 5 begin on colour-coded maṣāḥif, in
which the tajwīd rules are shown in the text; as the rules become secure, students
move to plain maṣāḥif and read without the scaffold.

Teachers share what reciting the Qur’an has meant in their own lives, and students are
encouraged to read daily at home with their families. Reflection is taken outdoors: na‐
ture walks are built into the programme, so that students connect what they recite to
what they observe and recognise the signs (āyāt) of Allah in creation.

E V I D E N C E  O F  L E A R N I N G

Memorisation is countable, and GSA counts it: seventeen short suwar in Pre-K, ten
more in Kindergarten, Juzʾ ʿAmma complete in Grade 1, Juzʾ 29 begun in Grade 2. The
full sequence follows overleaf.

Every morning the whole school gathers to review Juzʾ 29 and 30 and to draw out the
lessons the Qur’an teaches. It is the school’s most public act of assessment: a child
hears the year above and the year below reciting what he or she is about to learn.
Students prepare memorised portions for Qur’an recitation competitions, and the
move from a colour-coded muṣḥaf to a plain one is a milestone a family can see.

T H E  G S A  D I F F E R E N C E

The Qur’an is not an addition to the GSA timetable; it is the class the timetable is built
around, taught every year from age three to Grade 11. The Muslim answer to revela‐
tion — “We hear and obey” (al-Baqarah 2:285) — is the disposition the programme ex‐
ists to form, by daily practice rather than exhortation.
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P A R T  T W O  ·  Q U R ’ A N ,  I S L A M I C  S T U D I E S  A N D  A R A B I C G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

THE QUR’AN PROGRESSION, PRE-K TO
GRADE 11

D I M E N S I O N S  1 – 4  O F  8 .  C O N T I N U E D  O N  PA G E  1 7 .

DIMENSION PRE-K 3–4 K 1 2 3 4 5 6–8 9–11

Recognition

Becomes
familiar with
the words of
Allah by ear.
Āyāt shown on
sentence
strips with
pictures and
on screen.

Moves from
aural to
written
recognition;
opens a
muṣḥaf and
begins to
decode the
text.

Decodes
Qur’anic
words from
the muṣḥaf
with the class.

Continues
decoding from
the muṣḥaf
alongside
memorisation.

Commonly
used Qur’anic
Arabic terms
and phrases
introduced.

Qur’anic
Arabic
terms and
phrases
continue.

Qur’anic
Arabic terms
and phrases
continue.

Emphasis
shifts from
decoding to
meaning and
application,
alongside
recitation and
ḥifẓ.

Emphasis
rests on
meaning and
application in
addition to
memorisation
and
recitation.

Reading
Fluency

Recites with
the teacher,
supported by
visual aids.

Reads from the
muṣḥaf with
support, as
part of the
move from
aural to
literary
understanding.

Reads from
the muṣḥaf
with the class.

Reads from
the muṣḥaf
with the class.

Begins
reading the
Qur’an with
fluency and
for deeper
meaning.

Fluency
built first
on colour-
coded,
then on
plain
maṣāḥif.

Reads fluently
from a plain
muṣḥaf.

Proper
recitation
sustained
alongside
memorisation
and meaning.

Proper
recitation
sustained
alongside
memorisation
and tafsīr.

Makhārij and
Tajwīd

Recites with
the teacher
using correct
rules and
pronunciation.

Pronunciation
shaped by
daily recitation
with the
teacher.

Pronunciation
shaped by
daily
recitation
with the
teacher.

Pronunciation
shaped by
daily
recitation with
the teacher.

Tajwīd
introduced.
Twenty-nine
rules taught
and applied;
colour-coded
maṣāḥif used
first.

Rules
applied in
recitation;
students
move to
plain
maṣāḥif
as they
progress.

Tajwīd applied
independently
on a plain
muṣḥaf.

Tajwīd
applied in
recitation
alongside
memorisation
and meaning.

Tajwīd
applied in
recitation;
correct
pronunciation
is the stated
standard.

Memorisation

17 short
suwar from
Juzʾ ʿAmma by
the end of the
year.

10 additional
suwar from
Juzʾ ʿAmma.

Completes
Juzʾ ʿAmma.

Reviews Juzʾ
ʿAmma and
begins Juzʾ
29.

Memorisation
drawn from
Juzʾ 28 and
29.

Juzʾ 28
and 29
continue.

Juzʾ 28 and 29
continue.

Memorisation
continues,
carried into
the Qur’an
recitation
competitions.

Memorisation
continues,
carried into
the Qur’an
recitation
competitions.

T A B L E  N O T E S

Where adjacent cells carry identical wording, the practice is described as a band rather than year by year; the designer should set these as a single
spanning cell.

The Juzʾ 28 and 29 memorisation is set across Grades 3, 4 and 5 together.
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T H E  Q U R ’ A N  P R O G R E S S I O N ,  P R E - K  T O  G R A D E  1 1  * ( P A R T  1  O F  2 ) *  ·  C O N T I N U E D

D I M E N S I O N S  5 – 8  O F  8 .  C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  PA G E  1 6 .

DIMENSION PRE-K 3–4 K 1 2 3 4 5 6–8 9–11

Revision

Memorised
suwar
recited
daily with
the
teacher.

New suwar
added to the
Pre-K set
through daily
recitation.

Juzʾ ʿAmma
consolidated
as it is
completed.

Juzʾ ʿAmma
reviewed in
full before Juzʾ
29 begins.

Previously
memorised
āyāt
revisited
for
meaning.

Previously
memorised
āyāt
revisited
for
meaning.

Previously
memorised
āyāt revisited
for meaning.

Daily assembly
review
continues
across all
grade levels.

Daily assembly
review
continues
across all
grade levels.

Meaning and
Tafsīr

Meanings
introduced
at a
preschool
level
through
stories,
puppetry
and video.

Understanding
built alongside
memorisation
through story
and hands-on
work.

Understanding
built alongside
memorisation
through story
and hands-on
work.

Understanding
built alongside
memorisation
through story
and hands-on
work.

Begins
reading for
in-depth
meaning;
Qur’anic
terms and
phrases
explained.

Deeper
meanings
of
previously
memorised
āyāt
explored.

Basic
meanings of
Juzʾ 28, 29
and 30
understood
by the end of
the year.

Tafsīr
introduced:
the history,
context and
lessons of the
āyāt.

Tafsīr
extended:
history,
background
and context of
the āyāt.

Reflection

Not a
distinct
strand at
this stage.

Reflects on the
natural world
and on daily
life to
recognise the
signs (āyāt) of
Allah.

Reflects on the
natural world
and on daily
life to
recognise the
signs (āyāt) of
Allah.

Reflects on the
natural world
and on daily
life to
recognise the
signs (āyāt) of
Allah.

Nature
walks for
reflection
connect
what is
recited to
what is
observed.

Nature
walks for
reflection
connect
what is
recited to
what is
observed.

Nature walks
for reflection
connect what
is recited to
what is
observed.

Nature
reflection,
discussion and
hands-on work
build humility
and reverence.

Nature walks
and
discussion;
students
examine
justice for
every living
creature and
the rights
owed to it.

Independent
Recitation

Recites
memorised
suwar
aloud with
the class.

Encouraged to
read the
Qur’an daily at
home with
their families.

Reads the
Qur’an daily at
home with the
family.

Reads at home
with the
family; recites
in the daily
assembly.

Recites
from a
colour-
coded
muṣḥaf,
applying
tajwīd.

Recites
from a
plain
muṣḥaf as
the rules
become
secure.

Recites
independently
from a plain
muṣḥaf.

Prepares
memorised
portions for
Qur’an
recitation
competitions.
Recites
independently,
with correct
pronunciation.

Competes in
Qur’an
recitation
competitions.
Recites
independently,
with correct
pronunciation.

Across every column — the whole school gathers each morning to review Juzʾ 29 and
30 and to draw out the lessons the Qur’an teaches.

T H E  C U M U L AT I V E  T A R G E T

The school states two cumulative outcomes.

Both statements add that the student will be capable of reciting the remainder of the
Qur’an with correct pronunciation.

17



P A R T  T W O  ·  Q U R ’ A N ,  I S L A M I C  S T U D I E S  A N D  A R A B I C G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

ISLAMIC STUDIES
W H AT  S T U D E N T S  L E A R N

Islamic Studies at GSA moves outward from belief to practice to history to conduct, on
a deliberate sequence rather than by theme of the week.

The early years establish who Allah is and what a Muslim does. The elementary years
build the two sets of pillars — the pillars of Islam and the articles of faith — and set
them against each other so that students see why the practice follows from the belief.
The sīrah of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم is taught as a continuous narrative across
three years: Grade 2 covers the period before his birth to his marriage, Grade 3 contin‐
ues to his prophethood, and Grade 4 reaches the early battles. Grade 4 also carries the
fiqh of ṣalāh, arriving as prayer becomes obligatory on the student. Grade 5 turns in‐
ward, to tawḥīd and to khushū .ʿ

The middle school deepens tawḥīd, ʿibādah and the manners that govern an ordinary
day, and asks students to examine their own intention.

The high school programme is taught in three named strands: ʿAqīdah, using Kitāb
Muqarrar at-Tarbiyyah al-Islāmiyyah; Fiqh aṣ-Ṣalāh; and The History of the Rightly-
Guided Khulafāʾ.

H O W  S T U D E N T S  L E A R N

The high-school curriculum was written by Imam Fathi Khalfi, the school’s resident
scholar and researcher, and he teaches it. Students therefore work beside a practising
scholar rather than only from a textbook, reading primary sources — āyāt, ḥadīth, and
the commentary of the ṣaḥābah and the first scholars — in classical Arabic alongside
modern English.

Across all divisions the methods are consistent: open questioning and discussion, ex‐
pository and reflective writing, visual thinking maps, and cooperative group projects.
The Fiqh aṣ-Ṣalāh materials are accompanied by video tutorials produced by the
school and featuring GSA staff members and high-school students, so that students
see the rulings performed by people they know. In the elementary years the same
content arrives through storytelling, art, performance and a simulated Hajj.

E V I D E N C E  O F  L E A R N I N G

Students argue rather than recite. They compare the pillars of Islam with the articles
of faith, place events in chronological order, and answer reflective questions with no
single correct answer — what is the difference between the life of a person who has
īmān and one who does not? Each quarter, middle-school students complete a project
that takes one topic further than the class did. In the high school, students analyse the
leadership of the first four khulafāʾ for its historical, sociological and spiritual conse‐
quences, and connect them to present questions of government and society.

T H E  G S A  D I F F E R E N C E

The programme is designed around a single claim, stated in the Qur’an itself, that the
signs of the Creator are shown both in the universe and within the human being
(Fuṣṣilat 41:53). From the first year, students are trained to observe the world and to
interpret it — not to memorise conclusions about it.
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THE ISLAMIC STUDIES PROGRESSION
DOMAIN

EARLY LEARNING
(PRE-K 3–4) ELEMENTARY (K–5) MIDDLE SCHOOL (6–8) HIGH SCHOOL (9–11)

ʿAqīdah

Belief in the oneness of
Allah taught as the first
of the five basic
components of Islam.
Children learn of Allah’s
compassion and mercy
towards His creation.

Grade 1 learns the pillars of Islam and the
pillars of īmān. Grade 2 opens with īmān as
the foundation and the oneness of Allah.
Grade 3 compares the pillars with the articles
of faith and enters al-ghayb — the angels and
the Day of Judgement. Grade 5 studies
tawḥīd and the strengthening of īmān in the
heart.

Grade 6 deepens the pillars of īmān with
a fuller study of tawḥīd — in Allah’s
lordship, in worship, and in His names
and attributes. Grade 8 returns to īmān,
ʿibādah, tawḥīd and calling others to
Islam in depth.

ʿAqīdah strand, using Kitāb Muqarrar
at-Tarbiyyah al-Islāmiyyah. The six
parts of īmān re-examined through
rigorous analysis of the Qur’an and
sunnah, with the commentary of the
ṣaḥābah and the first scholars. Text
and terms presented in classical
Arabic and modern English.

ʿIbādāt and Fiqh

The obligatory prayers,
fasting, charity and Hajj
introduced as
components of Islam.

Grade 2 learns the importance of ṣalāh as a
connection to Allah and physically reenacts
its parts. Grade 4 studies the fiqh of ṣalāh —
its requirements, actions and recitation; farḍ,
sunnah and nawāfil; Friday and
congregational prayer; and what invalidates
it — together with Ramadan and fasting.
Grade 5 studies khushū ,ʿ extra prayers and
thankfulness.

Grade 6 learns Islamic etiquette in daily
life: in the masjid, at meals, at sleep, and
in seeking permission. Grade 8 studies
ʿibādah in depth and a series of manners
governing the ordinary day.

Fiqh aṣ-Ṣalāh strand, in four units: the
significance, conditions, pillars,
obligations and sunan of ṣalāh, what is
undesirable in it, what invalidates it,
and the prostrations of forgetfulness;
Friday and Eid prayers; the eclipse and
rain prayers; and the prayer of the
sick, the traveller and one who fears
harm.

Sīrah

The character and
teaching of the Prophet
Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم
introduced through
storytelling, puppetry
and nasheed.

Kindergarten learns his character traits
through story. Grade 1 studies his biography
in order to act on it. Grade 2 begins the sīrah
formally, from the events before his birth to
his marriage. Grade 3 continues to his
prophethood. Grade 4 reaches the early
battles and why the last prophethood is
central.

Grade 8 studies the sīrah formally: the
condition of humanity and of Arab
society before Islam, his character before
prophethood, the coming of revelation,
and the movement of the call from
private to universal.

Primary sources are read directly:
āyāt, ḥadīth, and the commentary of
the ṣaḥābah and the first scholars, in
classical Arabic alongside modern
English.

Qaṣaṣ al-Anbiyāʾ

Stories of the prophets
of Allah told and
discussed.

Kindergarten and Grade 2 learn how various
prophets came to know Allah. Grade 3
studies Ibrāhīm and his family and begins
comparing the prophets’ lives. Grade 4
studies his sons Ismāʿīl and Isḥāq, drawing
out certainty, patience and trust in Allah.
Grade 5 studies earlier prophets and the fate
of their peoples.

Grade 6 draws moral values from the
stories of the prophets — mercy,
kindness, humility, generosity, and
respect for every living being. Grade 8
develops knowledge of the prophets, of
the Prophet Muhammad and of his
sunnah.

Studied within the ʿaqīdah strand as
one of the six parts of īmān: belief in
His messengers and His books.

Akhlāq

The character traits of
the Prophet Muhammad
practised in daily life;
the rules and laws of the
Qur’an and sunnah.

Grade 1 studies cleanliness, charity, the
etiquette of eating, honesty and forgiveness.
Grade 3 studies ṭahārah, taʿāwun, respect
and honesty. Grade 5 makes respect the
year’s theme — for parents, for elders, for
those younger, and for the natural world.

Grade 6 studies good conduct and moral
values, with cooperative skills,
independent research and public
speaking. Grade 8 takes on responsibility
for one’s own actions, trustworthiness,
honesty, community service and a strong
work ethic.

Students apply belief to conduct: what
īmān changes in friendship, at home,
with teachers, and in the choices a
young person makes.

Islamic History

Not a distinct strand at
this stage.

Grade 1 places events in chronological order
through art, performance and a simulated
Hajj. Grade 2 does the same with the events
of the sīrah. Grade 3 learns where the
prophets preached and how Islam spread.
Grade 4 studies Islam in Africa, the
companion Bilal — the first caller to prayer —
and the arrival of Islam in the United States
through slavery.

Students research key figures and
episodes in Islamic history in print and
online, and are taught how to do so
responsibly. Grade 8 compares the state
of humanity before and after the
message of the Prophet.

The History of the Rightly-Guided
Khulafāʾ strand: Abū Bakr aṣ-Ṣiddīq,
ʿUmar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb, ʿUthmān ibn
ʿAffān and ʿAlī ibn Abī Ṭālib, analysed
for the historical, sociological and
spiritual consequences of their
leadership from their time to the
present.

Muslim Identity
and
Contemporary Life

Children begin to learn
their role as Muslims
through the rules and
laws of the Qur’an and
sunnah.

Kindergarten cleans the campus, collects for
orphans and those in need, makes Islamic
literacy booklets and performs group
nasheeds, learning responsibility towards
the ummah. Grade 2 learns that Muslims live
everywhere, with Islamic Studies taught
alongside geography. Grade 4 extends this to
Islam as a global religion. Grade 5 previews
the dress code and hijab.

Grade 6 addresses students as Muslim
teenagers navigating life in America and
teaches their duties as servants of Allah.
Grade 7 studies relationships between
men and women, the value of marriage
and the family unit, and the standards of
Islamic dress and their significance
across the monotheistic traditions.

Students examine scenarios from their
own lives, from current events and
from popular culture, and are trained
to use Islamic knowledge to meet
contemporary questions as young
Muslims living in America.
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ARABIC
W H AT  S T U D E N T S  L E A R N

Arabic is taught at GSA as the language of revelation and as a living language, and the
two purposes are held together rather than traded off. Allah says: We have revealed
this Qur’an in the Arabic language so that you understand (Yūsuf 12:2). Students learn

to read standard and Qur’anic Arabic, to write standard Arabic, to speak and to listen
— and, from the upper elementary years, to handle grammar, composition and
dictation.

Kindergarten begins with the letters, the long vowels and the short marks — fatḥah,

ḍammah and kasrah — with tracing from right to left and the vocabulary of the class‐
room. By Grades 2 and 3 students take dictation and compose their own sentences; by
Grades 4 and 5 the focus is grammatical structure and reading comprehension, with a
spelling list attached to every lesson. In the middle and high school students read long

passages and narratives, answer comprehension questions and summarise; the topics
are drawn from Islamic studies, character education, cultural stories and dialogue.

H O W  S T U D E N T S  L E A R N

Lessons and materials are entirely in Arabic. The programme’s founding decision is
that students are not given translations: they are given a dictionary they can reach,
and build on the Arabic they already have. New vocabulary is introduced in every les‐
son and reinforced in activities built for it.

In the middle school the class works in weekly centre rotations — reading the Qur’an,
vocabulary puzzles, stories, translation from English into Arabic, and writing and
grammar centres that use the school’s thinking maps. In the high school, students dis‐
cuss Arabic video material and complete performance-based tasks. Students have
Arabic four to five days a week.

E V I D E N C E  O F  L E A R N I N G

Students summarise unfamiliar passages in Arabic, take dictation, sit a weekly spell‐
ing list, hold conversation in colloquial Arabic, and write their own prose. Listening to

and comprehending spoken Arabic is the stated goal of the elementary programme.

P L A C E M E N T  —  H O W  S T U D E N T S  A R E  G R O U P E D

Students in the same grade do not all reach the same proficiency in Arabic, and GSA
does not pretend otherwise. Arabic is grouped by proficiency rather than by year of
birth.

A class is divided when it contains students not yet at the level of the main class —

students new to the school, or students who find the language hard — so that they are
taught where they actually are. A class is combined with another when a group is a
degree more advanced than the rest of its year. The fastest route the school offers runs
from here: a Grade 8 student sufficiently advanced in Arabic may take Arabic I with
the high school.

This is a structural commitment, not a scheduling convenience: a family should ask
which Arabic group their child is in, not merely which grade.
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THE ARABIC PROGRESSION
DOMAIN

EARLY LEARNING
(PRE-K 3–4) ELEMENTARY (K–5) MIDDLE SCHOOL (6–8) HIGH SCHOOL (9–11)

Listening

Children listen to Arabic
instruction, stories and
rhymes as part of a
programme covering
speaking, listening,
reading and writing.

Kindergarten listens to instructions given in
Arabic in order to acquire proper
pronunciation. Grade 1 listens through
instruction, storytelling and conversation. By
Grades 4 and 5, listening to and
comprehending spoken Arabic is the stated
goal.

Listening practised as a whole
class and in weekly centre
rotations alongside reading,
translation, grammar and writing.

Students watch Arabic video
material and discuss its content;
performance-based tasks build
listening proficiency.

Speaking

Children speak Arabic in
classroom routine and
vocabulary work.

Grade 1 practises speaking through
instruction, storytelling, conversation,
pictures, manipulatives and role play.
Colloquial Arabic is introduced in Grades 2
and 3. Grades 4 and 5 practise dialogue in
colloquial Arabic; oral reading is sharpened in
class.

Speaking practised as a whole
class and in centres, built on the
texts being read that week.

Conversation and discussion of
Arabic material, with
performance-based speaking
tasks.

Reading

Children read Arabic
letters and simple
vocabulary.

Kindergarten recognises most letters, the
long vowels and the short marks, tracks right
to left, and reads words for common objects
and colours. Grades 2 and 3 read stories with
fluency and spelling work. Grades 4 and 5
read for comprehension with advanced
fluency and a wide vocabulary.

More advanced students read
long passages and narratives,
answer comprehension questions
and summarise. Centres include
reading stories and translation
from English into Arabic.

Students read long passages and
narratives, answer
comprehension questions and
summarise. Topics include Islamic
studies, character education,
cultural stories and dialogues.

Writing

Children trace and write
Arabic letters.

Kindergarten writes the standard alphabet
and simple words. Grades 2 and 3 take
dictation, compose their own thoughts in
Arabic and follow a weekly spelling list.
Grades 4 and 5 write functionally, take
dictation and compose individual prose.

Writing and grammar centres use
thinking maps; composition and
dictation are named as part of the
programme’s basis.

Writing standard Arabic,
composition and dictation, with
written work integrated into
reading and vocabulary lessons.

Vocabulary and
Grammar

Arabic vocabulary
introduced through
daily routine and play.

Kindergarten acquires simple vocabulary
through ESL strategies. Grades 2 and 3 begin
grammar rules and sentence structure.
Grades 4 and 5 focus on grammatical
structure with a systematic spelling list
attached to every lesson.

Grammar and sentence structure
form part of the stated basis of
the programme; vocabulary is
introduced in every lesson, with
vocabulary puzzles in centres.

Grammar and sentence structure
taught with thinking maps. New
vocabulary is introduced in each
lesson and in extension activities;
students are given a dictionary
rather than a translation.

Qur’anic Arabic

Arabic and the Islamic
programme are taught
as interrelated courses
from the earliest years.

Grade 1 reads and writes simple words and
phrases in traditional and Qur’anic Arabic.
From Grades 2 and 3, reading standard and
Qur’anic Arabic is the declared basis of the
programme.

Reading the Qur’an is one of the
weekly centres; reading standard
and Qur’anic Arabic heads the
programme’s stated basis.

Reading standard and Qur’anic
Arabic remains the first item in the
programme’s basis; lesson topics
draw on Islamic studies and
character education.

The Qur’an describes itself as confirming what came before it “in the Arabic tongue”
(al-Aḥqāf 46:12). That is the reason Qur’anic Arabic runs as its own domain here rather
than as an application of the others.

T A B L E  N O T E S

Texts in use — Ouhibou al-ʿArabiyyah in Kindergarten, the Sanabil series K–5, and I Love Arabic 6–11.
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Each division does distinct work. This
part sets out what a child studies each
year, how the day is shaped, and what the
year prepares.

P A R T  T H R E E
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E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G

PRE-K 3 AND PRE-K 4
T H E  P R O G R A M M E

Early Learning at Garden of the Sahaba Academy runs across two distinct years. Pre-K
3 is the entry point to the school for three-year-old children; Pre-K 4 completes the
foundation a child carries into Kindergarten. Both years are built from play, conversa‐
tion, early literacy and numeracy, art and physical activity — with Qur’an, Islamic
Studies and Arabic taught daily as part of the programme rather than as additions to
it.

Pre-K 3 follows Frog Street Threes and Pre-K 4 follows Frog Street Pre-K. Both are
grounded in research on child development, and both are organised into nine themes
of four weeks. Each theme builds on the one before it, so a child moves deliberately
from what is already known toward what is not. Conscious Discipline is a built-in com‐
ponent, giving children a shared vocabulary for what they are feeling and a workable
route through disagreement.

The programme is aligned to the Florida VPK (Voluntary Prekindergarten) Education
Standards, and is approved by the Florida Department of Education and the Early
Learning Coalition of Palm Beach County. The school is a member of Strong Minds,
Palm Beach County’s voluntary quality rating and improvement system, and holds In-
Network status — the level awarded to programmes that have demonstrated the high‐
est quality in that system.

T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T

Classrooms are built around activity centres, so that a child can choose, sort, build,
paint and pretend without waiting to be directed. The day alternates whole-group
gathering, small-group teaching and self-directed work at the centres, and time and
materials are scheduled so that self-initiated learning is possible every day, not only
when a lesson ends early.

Children are grouped by developmental need and interest rather than by age alone,
and the grouping changes as the children do. Observation and assessment run contin‐
uously through the year and are used to keep that grouping honest — which is what
allows a three-year-old who is ready for more, and one who needs longer, to sit in the
same room and each be taught well.

F A M I LY  PA R T N E R S H I P

Families bring their children to the classroom door and collect them there, so a short
exchange about health, sleep, learning and the shape of the day passes directly be‐
tween teacher and parent. Daily notes go home covering the curriculum, nutrition and
what is coming next, and a whiteboard at each classroom door records what the day
actually contained, so that learning can be carried on at home.

The year also carries parent seminars, Eid picnics, Saturday family nights and sched‐
uled parent-teacher conferences. Home and school are treated as one setting: what
happens in each is expected to reach the other.
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E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G

THE DAY
A Pre-K day moves through seven domains. They are not seven separate lessons —
they are seven ways of looking at the same morning.

DOMAIN WHAT CHILDREN DO WHAT IT BUILDS

Social and
Emotional

Share, take turns, care for one another and name what they are feeling; work
through a disagreement with words; help set the classroom rules and then
keep them.

Independence, self-regulation, and the confidence to
resolve a problem without an adult solving it first.

Language and
Literacy

Listen to stories, poems and rhymes; speak in complete sentences; take a role
at circle time and in the dramatic play area; build vocabulary through
conversation.

Listening, speaking and vocabulary — the spoken
foundation on which every later reading skill rests.

Listening and
Looking

Hear the separate sounds inside words; match sounds to letters in Arabic and
English; follow two-step directions; hold a sequence in mind; sort by colour,
shape, size and pattern.

Phonological awareness, visual discrimination, and the
auditory sequential memory that reading and recitation
both require.

Early Mathematics

Count aloud; recognise and write numbers; match, sort and order by size or
pattern; name flat and solid shapes; read the calendar; work puzzles; measure
and build simple graphs.

Number sense, ordinal language, and the first habits of
measurement, comparison and record-keeping.

Science and Inquiry

Ask questions about what they notice; compare, sort and describe; use simple
scientific tools within the current theme; try something out and then say what
happened.

Curiosity that has been given a method — observation,
comparison, and the first attempts at explanation.

Community and
World

Study family, neighbourhood and community through themes such as My
Family, My Community and Growing and Changing; talk about how people and
places change.

A first sense of belonging, of other people’s work and
roles, and of change across time.

Movement and the
Arts

Run, climb, jump, throw, ride and play team games; cut, lace, glue and model
with clay; paint and draw in varied media; sing, chant and perform nasheed a
cappella.

Gross and fine motor control, and expression through the
voice, the hand and the whole body.

A S S E S S M E N T  I N  E A R LY  L E A R N I N G

ASSESSMENT FREQUENCY WHAT IT SHOWS

VPK assessment Three times a year Progress against the state’s Pre-K expectations

Frog Street theme
assessment

Weekly, across nine themes of four weeks Command of the current theme’s skills and concepts

STAR Literacy Every two months Growth in early literacy

Teaching Strategies
GOLD observations

Continuous observation A running record of development across all domains

Oral assessment —
Qur’an and Islamic
Studies

Continuous Recitation, memorisation and understanding

Informal
assessment

Within each lesson What a child has taken from a lesson, checked as it is taught

24



P A R T  T H R E E  ·  T H E  A C A D E M I C  J O U R N E Y G A R D E N  O F  T H E  S A H A B A  A C A D E M Y

E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L

KINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 5
W H AT  T H E  D I V I S I O N  I S  F O R

Kindergarten through Grade 5 builds the foundation everything after it stands on.
From the first year, students take the core academic subjects alongside Qur’an, Islamic
Studies and Arabic — not as parallel programmes, but as one timetable. The work of
six years is a student who arrives in middle school able to read for meaning, write to a
purpose, reason with number, and ask a question that can actually be tested.

The division educates the whole child — mind, spirit and body. Demanding academic
work, artistic expression and daily worship occupy the same six hours, and Islamic
Studies is carried into the academic subjects themselves rather than confined to its
own period: into Language Arts through writing and Islamic texts, into Social Studies
through the duties a person owes a community, and into Science through what the
created world is evidence of.

The elementary programme is aligned to Florida’s academic standards, supplemented
by national standards where a subject requires them.

H O W  T H E  D A Y  I S  S H A P E D

The day opens with Qur’anic recitation in assembly, with the school gathered togeth‐
er. Students in Grade 2 and above gather again later for congregational ṣalāh in the
prayer hall. Between those two points the day runs on English Language Arts,
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Arabic, Islamic Studies, Computer and Physical
Education, with the arts integrated into the subjects themselves.

Science is taught by investigation: children work outdoors and in the classroom with
everyday materials, supported by interactive online activities. From Grade 2 the
school-wide science fair makes that work public.

H O W  L E A R N I N G  I S  S U P P O R T E D

Students are grouped by ability within the class for small-group instruction and
taught to what the group actually needs. A student who continues to find a skill diffi‐
cult is given further time individually — not repetition of the same lesson, but a sec‐
ond route into it. Accommodations and differentiated work are in place for students of
varying abilities.

Understanding is checked in more than one way: written tests sit alongside Thinking
Maps, projects, presentations and structured observation.

Teachers meet weekly to plan together and to compare what they are seeing across a
grade level, so a difficulty in one classroom is not diagnosed twice. Families stay in
contact through scheduled conferences and an open-door policy, and through an on‐
line portal carrying homework assignments and messages between home and school.

C O N S I S T E N C Y  A C R O S S  T H E  G R A D E S

Within each subject the division uses one consistent series from Kindergarten to
Grade 5. That consistency is the point: it lets teachers scaffold deliberately from one
year to the next and assess learning across grade levels rather than only within them.
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G R A D E  A T  A  G L A N C E

KINDERGARTEN AND GRADE 1
K I N D E R G A R T E N

Subjects
English Language Arts · Mathematics · Science · Social Studies · Qur’an · Islamic Studies · Arabic · Computer · Physical Education · Fine Arts (integrated across
subjects)

Academic
priorities

Letters, the sounds they carry, and the words they build.
Counting, comparing and measuring with real objects.
Speaking and listening in complete sentences.

Signature
experiences

Daily Qur’anic recitation in whole-school morning assembly.
Campus care, collections for orphans and those in need, and group nasheed performances.

Major
assessments

Weekly skills and spelling tests; unit assessments in each subject.
Mid-year and end-of-year reading benchmarks.
Beginning-, middle- and end-of-year mathematics assessments.

E S S E N T I A L  O U T C O M E S

Identifies upper- and lower-case letters and the sounds they represent.

Blends sounds in sequence to read one-syllable words.

Retells a story in own words and answers questions about it.

Writes left to right and forms simple, complete sentences.

Counts, reads and writes numbers to 100; adds and subtracts within 10.

Compares two sets as equal to, more than or less than; measures with objects.

Names the five senses, living and non-living things, seasons and weather patterns.

Memorises ten further short suwar from Juzʾ ʿAmma.

G R A D E  1

Subjects
English Language Arts · Mathematics · Science · Social Studies · Qur’an · Islamic Studies · Arabic · Computer · Physical Education · Fine Arts (integrated across
subjects)

Academic
priorities

Reading grade-level text naturally and with understanding.
Writing a paragraph that holds one central idea.
Place value, time, money and measurement.

Signature
experiences

Simulated Hajj performance during the days of Hajj.
School performances and art projects tied to the year’s learning.

Major
assessments

Weekly spelling and skills tests; unit assessments in each subject.
Mid-year and end-of-year reading benchmarks.
Beginning-, middle- and end-of-year mathematics assessments.

E S S E N T I A L  O U T C O M E S

Isolates, blends, segments and substitutes phonemes in spoken words.

Answers who, what, when, where, why and how questions from a text.

Retells the central idea of both narrative and informational passages.

Moves a piece through prewriting, drafting, revising, editing and publishing.

Uses singular and plural nouns, noun-verb agreement and basic punctuation.

Adds and subtracts two-digit numbers; tells time on analog and digital clocks.

Sorts living from non-living things; observes, compares, predicts and concludes.

Completes the memorisation of Juzʾ ʿAmma.
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G R A D E  A T  A  G L A N C E

GRADES 2 AND 3
G R A D E  2

Subjects
English Language Arts · Mathematics · Science · Social Studies · Qur’an · Islamic Studies · Arabic · Computer · Physical Education · Fine Arts (integrated across
subjects)

Academic
priorities

Decoding multisyllabic words and reading aloud with expression.
Number and operations to 1,000; the start of multiplication and division.
Reading expository text on purpose, not only for the story.

Signature
experiences

Joins congregational ṣalāh in the prayer hall — the first year students do so.
School-wide science fair, entered as a class project; Culture Day.

Major
assessments

Weekly spelling and skills tests; unit assessments in each subject.
Mid-year and end-of-year reading benchmarks; mathematics assessments three times a year.
Science lesson quizzes and unit benchmark tests; social studies chapter assessments.

E S S E N T I A L  O U T C O M E S

Decodes two-syllable and common multisyllabic words using syllabication rules.

Uses prefixes, suffixes, antonyms and synonyms to unlock unknown words.

Locates information using titles, tables of contents and chapter headings.

Writes a friendly letter and a brief narrative in logical sequence.

Adds and subtracts two-digit numbers; works with fractions, money and time.

Observes, classifies, measures, records data and infers from an investigation.

Reads maps, graphs and charts; connects community, economics and citizenship.

Reviews Juzʾ ʿAmma and begins memorising Juzʾ 29.

G R A D E  3

Subjects
English Language Arts · Mathematics · Science · Social Studies · Qur’an · Islamic Studies · Arabic · Computer · Physical Education · Fine Arts (integrated across
subjects)

Academic
priorities

Fluent oral and silent reading of narrative and expository text.
Multiplication, division and fractions.
Writing a paragraph with a topic sentence and supporting detail.

Signature
experiences

Culture Day — weeks of research culminating in a presentation to the school and community.
School-wide science fair, entered as a class project; keeps a science journal all year.

Major
assessments

End-of-lesson checks with cumulative assessments at the end of each unit.
Weekly tests; projects and Thinking Maps used as evidence of learning.
Science journal entries; social studies chapter assessments.

E S S E N T I A L  O U T C O M E S

Decodes multisyllabic words and reads with accurate pacing and expression.

Distinguishes main idea from supporting detail in expository text.

Names the common forms of literature and identifies theme and narrator.

Writes personal and formal letters with awareness of audience and purpose.

Multiplies and divides; works with fractions, measurement and numbers to 1,000.

Investigates life cycles, rocks and minerals, the solar system and the water cycle.

Studies early American communities and ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, India and China.

Begins tajwīd, the science of Qur’anic recitation, using a colour-coded muṣḥaf.
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G R A D E  A T  A  G L A N C E

GRADES 4 AND 5
G R A D E  4

Subjects
English Language Arts · Mathematics · Science · Social Studies · Qur’an · Islamic Studies · Arabic · Computer · Physical Education · Fine Arts (integrated across
subjects)

Academic
priorities

Reading for information — chapter books become central.
Multi-paragraph composition and the first research reports.
Fractions and decimals, and the relationship between them.

Signature
experiences

School-wide science fair, entered as a class project.
Florida and regional studies projects built on maps, timelines and research.

Major
assessments

Weekly tests and end-of-unit summative assessments.
Projects and Thinking Maps used as evidence of learning.
Science unit benchmark tests and a performance task.

E S S E N T I A L  O U T C O M E S

Uses roots, origins, idioms and derivations to determine word meaning.

Separates fact from opinion and compares sources on the same topic.

Identifies figurative language and traces cause and effect through a plot.

Writes a multi-paragraph composition with introduction, support and conclusion.

Quotes, paraphrases and cites sources in a research report.

Adds and subtracts fractions and decimals; multiplies and divides whole numbers.

Studies matter, energy, motion, ecosystems, the rock cycle and the solar system.

Continues memorising from Juzʾ 28 and 29 and applies the rules of tajwīd.

G R A D E  5

Subjects
English Language Arts · Mathematics · Science · Social Studies · Qur’an · Islamic Studies · Arabic · Computer · Physical Education · Fine Arts (integrated across
subjects)

Academic
priorities

Literature at the centre — genre, conflict, imagery and symbolism.
Extended writing: narrative, expository, persuasive and descriptive.
Division, fractions and decimals, and the first algebraic reasoning.

Signature
experiences

School-wide science fair, carried out as a group project.
The annual school performance — student-written skits, poetry, singing and Qur’anic recitation.

Major
assessments

Weekly tests, unit assessments and a year-end examination in mathematics.
Research reports and responses to literature; projects and Thinking Maps.
Science unit benchmark tests and a performance task.

E S S E N T I A L  O U T C O M E S

Explains figurative and metaphorical use of words using their origins.

Analyses imagery, metaphor and symbolism, and how a conflict resolves.

Writes a research report that frames a question and develops it with evidence.

Writes a persuasive composition that anticipates the reader’s objections.

Divides whole numbers; adds and subtracts fractions and decimals fluently.

Analyses the properties of three-dimensional shapes and multiple forms of data.

Traces United States history from the first Americans to present-day government.

Understands the basic meanings of Juzʾ 28, 29 and 30.
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L

GRADES 6 TO 8
T H E  W O R K  O F  T H E  D I V I S I O N

Middle school is where a student stops learning to read and starts reading in order to
learn. The programme builds directly on the elementary foundation, and across all
three years the demand shifts from recall toward analysis: science asks a student to
explain a situation rather than answer a direct question; social studies moves from
knowing a society to interrogating it through its government; English moves from
summary to argument supported by evidence.

Independence is taught, not assumed. Students research on their own, take struc‐
tured notes, speak in front of an audience, and work both alone and in groups where
the work depends on someone else finishing theirs. Thinking Maps run through every
subject as the common method for organising and analysing what students are taking
in.

Reading load rises accordingly. Each year students read, analyse and critique one or
two novels alongside texts drawn from anthologies, textbooks and the media, keeping
a reader’s log in which they annotate, question and infer as they go. Teachers draw on
a range of texts and resources rather than a single volume, and students who need fur‐
ther reinforcement receive differentiated work rather than a slower version of the
same page.

I D E N T I T Y  A N D  C O M M U N I C AT I O N

Middle school is also where students begin to articulate who they are. They publish
newsletters, carry out original research for the school-wide science fair, write and per‐
form plays and poetry, and take part in Qur’an recitation competitions. In Qur’an, the
emphasis moves toward meaning and application alongside recitation and memorisa‐
tion: students are introduced to tafsīr and study the history, context and lessons of the
āyāt. Academic expectations and standards of conduct are held to the same account,
and both are discussed openly.

S T A N D A R D S ,  S C I E N C E  A N D  T H E  G R A D E  8  C R E D I T

The middle school programme is aligned to Florida’s academic standards, supple‐
mented by national standards where a subject requires them.

Science is taught by investigation. Students carry out inquiry activities outdoors and
in the classroom using everyday materials, supported by interactive online activities.
Every student in Grades 6 to 8 enters the school-wide science fair: the investigation is
proposed and approved in advance, carried out independently, and then presented to
a panel of qualified judges and defended in a question-and-answer session. It is the
single clearest measure of whether a student can think scientifically without being
led.

In Eighth Grade, students take English I and Algebra I for high-school credit. Both are
high-school courses in pace, reading load and assessment, and both are described on
page 31.
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G R A D E  A T  A  G L A N C E

GRADES 6 AND 7
G R A D E  6

Subjects
English Language Arts · Literature · Mathematics · Science · Social Studies · Qur’an · Islamic Studies · Arabic · Computer · Health and Physical Education · Fine Arts
(integrated across subjects)

Academic
priorities

Reading and summarising across genres, from poetry to informational text.
Writing with sources — integrated, cited, and listed.
Operations extended into fractions, decimals, percentages and integers.

Signature
experiences

School-wide science fair — an independent investigation defended before judges.
Campus field work defining the five areas of social studies with a Tree Map.

Major
assessments

Projects, presentations and end-of-year examinations.
MAP tests; journal writing tracked across the year.
Science lesson quizzes, chapter tests, midterm and final examinations.

E S S E N T I A L  O U T C O M E S

Reads, analyses and summarises short stories, informational texts, poetry and novels.

Compares texts on a shared theme and draws inferences from evidence.

Writes narrative, informational and explanatory pieces with a works-cited page.

Works with fractions, decimals, percentages, integers, ratio and proportion.

Applies introductory algebra and geometry to real-world problems.

Explains a scientific situation rather than answering a direct recall question.

Analyses a civilisation through geography, history, culture, government and economy.

Continues memorisation while tafsīr introduces the context and lessons of the āyāt.

G R A D E  7

Subjects
English Language Arts · Literature · Mathematics · Science · Social Studies · Qur’an · Islamic Studies · Arabic · Computer · Health and Physical Education · Fine Arts
(integrated across subjects)

Academic
priorities

Reading complex text fluently across genres and tracing its argument.
Research, evidence and persuasive presentation.
Mathematics that builds on Grade 6 and prepares for Algebra I.

Signature
experiences

School-wide science fair — an independent investigation defended before judges.
Publishing and performance: newsletters, plays and poetry.

Major
assessments

Document-based question examinations, taken in class and at home.
Projects, presentations and end-of-year examinations; MAP tests.
Science lesson quizzes, chapter tests, midterm and final examinations.

E S S E N T I A L  O U T C O M E S

Reads historical fiction, literature and informational text fluently and accurately.

Traces an author’s argument and draws conclusions from textual evidence.

Writes narrative, informative and persuasive pieces supported by relevant evidence.

Researches a question and presents findings in writing and orally.

Solves linear equations in one variable and applies them to problems.

Compares data sets using mean, median, mode, range and interquartile range.

Determines theoretical probability and tests it by experiment or simulation.

Continues memorisation while tafsīr introduces the context and lessons of the āyāt.
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G R A D E  A T  A  G L A N C E

GRADE 8
E I G H T H  G R A D E

Subjects
English I (high-school credit) · Algebra I (high-school credit) · Science · Social Studies · Literature · Qur’an · Islamic Studies · Arabic · Computer · Health and
Physical Education · Fine Arts (integrated across subjects)

Academic
priorities

High-school-level reading, writing and analysis in English I.
Algebra I as the foundation for every later mathematics and science course.
Applying frameworks independently — in science, in history, and in writing.

Signature
experiences

School-wide science fair — an independent investigation defended before judges.
Qur’an recitation competition.

Major
assessments

Document-based questions and free-response essays in social studies.
Midterm and final examinations; projects and presentations; MAP tests.
Science lesson quizzes and chapter tests across the eight major concepts.

E S S E N T I A L  O U T C O M E S

Analyses a complex text for central theme, author’s purpose and supporting evidence.

Evaluates tone, persuasive language and argument in editorials and speeches.

Writes narrative and research pieces balancing sources with independent analysis.

Solves equations and inequalities; models with linear, quadratic and exponential functions.

Adds, subtracts and multiplies polynomials; factors and completes the square.

Finds the science in an everyday scenario without being given prompts.

Explains how and why America was founded, arguing from primary sources.

Continues memorisation while tafsīr introduces the context and lessons of the āyāt.

Eighth Grade social studies reads the origins of racism and slavery through the Qur’an
and the words of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, and uses the names of Allah — Ar-Razzāq,
Al-Jabbār, Al-Fattāḥ — as a lens on American history.

H I G H  S C H O O L  C R E D I T  I N  G R A D E  8

What it is. Two Eighth Grade courses, English I and Algebra I, are taken as high-school
courses for high-school credit. They are not accelerated versions of middle school
work: the pace, the reading load, the writing demand and the assessment are those of
a ninth-grade course, taught to eighth-grade students.

What it means for a student’s plan. A student who completes both courses success‐
fully enters high school with credit already earned and begins the English and mathe‐
matics sequences one course further along. That has consequences worth under‐
standing before the year starts — for the sequence a student follows in Grades 9 to 11,
and for how the courses appear on the transcript a college eventually reads.

What families should confirm with the school. Families should ask how the credits
are recorded on the high-school transcript and how they count toward graduation re‐
quirements, which English and mathematics courses follow in Grade 9 for a student
who has completed English I and Algebra I, and whether the Algebra I course carries
an end-of-course examination.

See also: The Mathematics Pathway, page 35 · Graduation Requirements, page 36.
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HIGH SCHOOL
G R A D E S  9  T O  1 1

Garden of the Sahaba Academy's high school is a three-year programme, Grade 9 to

Grade 11 — begun a year early: English I and Algebra I are taken for high-school credit
in Grade 8. Four years of high-school work, starting in the middle school.

W H AT  T H E  D I V I S I O N  I S  F O R

Students now analyse and argue rather than summarise, in the academic and Islamic
programme alike. They write and publish a newsletter, carry research into county sci‐

ence fairs, write and stage plays and poetry, memorise the Qur’an and compete in
recitation competitions. Academic achievement is valued only with the character to
carry it: the teachings of the Qur’an are expected in conduct through every hour of the

day. The three years prepare students for college and professional life, and to lead and
serve within a team.

The programme is aligned to Florida's academic standards; Science and Social

Studies follow the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.

T H E  R O A D M A P

GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11

Mathematics Algebra II Geometry Precalculus

Science Earth/Space Science Biology Chemistry

Computer Science Web Development with HTML and CSS Programming with C# Programming with C#

English and Social Studies run through all three years — English II, III and IV; World

History, US History, US Government and Economics. Qur’anic Studies, Islamic Studies,
Arabic and Physical Education continue in all three years. Full catalogue on pages 33
and 34.

H I G H - S C H O O L  C R E D I T  B E G I N S  I N  G R A D E  8

English I is the first advanced reading, writing and analytical work of the sequence;

Algebra I is the foundation for every later mathematics course.

C O U R S E W O R K  T A K E N  O U T S I D E  G S A

Liberal Arts Math is delivered through Florida Virtual School.
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C O U R S E  C A T A L O G U E

ENGLISH · MATHEMATICS · SCIENCE

E N G L I S H  ·  G R A D E S  8 – 1 1

COURSE DESCRIPTION

English I Reading, writing, speaking, listening and language. Vocabulary for comprehension, research, the full writing process, formal and informal speech, media
evaluation, genre analysis, grammar.

English II World literature analysed closely; essays for varied purposes and audiences; prepared and timed writing; research and speaking skills; propaganda and
persuasion in mass media.

English
III

American literary works across genres, read for national character and cultural diversity; frequent multi-paragraph and documented papers; referencing and
summarising; grammar studied through literature.

English
IV

Texts of high complexity for college and career readiness; greater fluency, accuracy and confidence in spoken and written English; extracting information,
initiating conversation, responding in writing.

English I is taken in Grade 8 for high-school credit. All four courses include the weekly
Friday Writing Workshop.

M AT H E M AT I C S

COURSE GRADE(S) DESCRIPTION

Algebra I
8 — for high-
school credit

Variables, the real number system, linear equations and inequalities, functions and graphs, exponents, polynomials,
factoring, radicals, quadratic and exponential functions, statistics.

Algebra II
9 Complex numbers; relations, functions and graphs; rational and radical expressions; systems; polynomial, rational,

logarithmic and exponential functions; sequences and series; probability; trigonometry.

Geometry
10 Logic, deductive argument and proof; segments and angles; two- and three-dimensional figures; parallelism, similarity,

congruence, constructions; perimeter, area, volume; right-triangle trigonometry; circles.

Precalculus
11 Functions as preparation for calculus — polynomial, rational, exponential, inverse, logarithmic, circular. Analytic

trigonometry, sequences and series, limits, vectors, conic sections, matrix algebra.

Algebra I is the basis for all subsequent high-school mathematics courses. The sequence
places Algebra II in Grade 9 and Geometry in Grade 10 — see page 35.

Liberal Arts Math is delivered through Florida Virtual School: polynomials, factoring, ex‐
pressions, equations and inequalities, functions and graphs, linear systems, exponents,
radicals, plane and solid figures.

S C I E N C E

COURSE GRADE(S) DESCRIPTION

Earth/Space
Science

9 Earth's interrelated systems, studied through science and engineering practices and crosscutting concepts, with substantial attention
to weather, global climate and the mechanisms of climate change.

Biology
10 Cell processes, genetics, ecology, biological diversity, evolution and human body systems, taught with applied classroom investigation

that prepares students for college coursework in the life sciences.

Chemistry
11 Composition, properties and changes of matter: atomic theory, the periodic table, bonding, formulas, reactions and equations, gases,

acids, bases, salts, energy. Investigation, measurement and laboratory safety are taught throughout.

Catalogue continues overleaf →
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C O U R S E  C A T A L O G U E  ·  C O N T I N U E D

S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  ·  G R A D E S  9 – 1 1

COURSE DESCRIPTION

World History Civilisation's chronological development — political, economic, social, religious, military, scientific, cultural events; periodisation; religion, thought;
nationalism; economic systems; contemporary world affairs.

US History US development in historical context: history, geography, economics, political processes, religion, ethics, diverse cultures; mastery by required
portfolio.

US
Government

Political behaviour, decision-making; classical, modern political thought; comparative systems; sources, constitutional framework of American
government; federalism; separation of powers; parties, interest groups.

Economics Money, banking, monetary policy; fiscal policy; mixed market system; scarcity, choice, supply, demand, price; global trade; personal finance, credit,
investment.

World History is taken in Grade 10.

Q U R ’A N ,  I S L A M I C  S T U D I E S  A N D  A R A B I C

COURSE GRADE(S) DESCRIPTION

Qur’anic Studies
9–11 Memorisation, recitation, revision with tajwīd, extended into tafsīr — history, background, context of the verses — etiquette, reverence,

reflection.

Islamic Studies
9–11 Three strands by the resident scholar: ʿaqīdah (Kitāb Muqarrar at-Tarbiyyah al-Islāmiyyah); Fiqh aṣ-Ṣalāh, four units; History of the

Rightly-Guided Khulafā.ʾ

Arabic
9–11 Modern Standard Arabic, four days weekly, taught entirely in Arabic, with placement by proficiency: standard and Qur’anic reading;

writing; speaking, listening; grammar, sentence structure; composition, dictation.

The three Islamic Studies strands are the foundations of belief, the jurisprudence of
ṣalāh, and the history of the four rightly-guided khulafāʾ after the Prophet Muhammad
.صلى الله عليه وسلم

C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E

COURSE GRADE(S) DESCRIPTION

Web Development
with HTML and
CSS

9 Common HTML tags, page structure, CSS to customise, organise, style; own websites with images, video, audio, animation.

Programming with
C#

10–11 Fundamental programming concepts; programs written from the outset, several projects, quizzes; mobile, game, enterprise
applications.

H E A LT H  A N D  P H Y S I C A L  E D U C AT I O N

COURSE GRADE(S) DESCRIPTION

Physical
Education /
Weight Training

9–11 Lifelong fitness: safety; health-related fitness assessment; muscular strength, endurance; skeletal muscles; biomechanical,
physiological principles; nutrition; personal training-programme design.
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THE MATHEMATICS PATHWAY
Mathematics runs as one continuous line from Grade 6 to Grade 11, and accelerates
once: Algebra I in Grade 8, for high-school credit, a year ahead of standard placement.

Everything after it is high-school mathematics: a student who moves through it as de‐
signed reaches college calculus.

The department's stated commitment is mathematical literacy rather than procedure
alone: problem-solving; clear, logical expression of mathematical ideas; hands-on

work showing where mathematics is applied; Thinking Maps carrying reasoning be‐
tween subjects. Students needing reinforcement receive differentiated instruction.

Reading, writing and note-taking are taught inside the mathematics classroom: a
word problem must be read before its computation can be mastered.

T H E  A C C E L E R AT E D  PAT H W A Y

COURSE GRADE CORE CONCEPTS

Mathematics 6
6 Operations extended into fractions, decimals, percentages, integers; early algebra, geometry, proportion; vocabulary,

fluency in problem-solving

Pre-Algebra
7 Expressions, equations; linear equations and systems; functions; similarity, congruence; the Pythagorean theorem;

probability, statistics

Algebra I
8 · high-school
credit

Rational numbers symbolically, graphically, numerically; linear, quadratic, exponential functions; polynomials; analytic
geometry of lines

Algebra II
9 Complex numbers; polynomial, rational, logarithmic, exponential functions; systems; sequences, series; probability;

trigonometric functions, identities

Geometry
10 Logic, deductive argument, proof; figures in two and three dimensions; similarity, congruence; area, volume; right-

triangle trigonometry; coordinate, transformational geometry

Precalculus
11 Polynomial, rational, exponential, inverse, logarithmic, circular functions; analytic trigonometry; sequences, series,

limits; vectors; conic sections; matrix algebra

Prerequisite and destination for every course are shown on the pathway diagram.

Grade 7: titled Pre-Algebra in the course description, resourced as Math 7 Accelerated —
two names, one course.

G R A D E  6

Mathematics 6
F R O M Grade 5 mathematics

CO R E Fractions, integers, proporti…

TO Pre-Algebra

G R A D E  7

Pre-Algebra
F R O M Mathematics 6

CO R E Equations, functions, Pythago…

TO Algebra I in Grade 8

G R A D E  8

Algebra I
F R O M Pre-Algebra

CO R E Linear, quadratic, exponential

TO All later HS mathematics

H I G H - S C H O O L  C R E D I T

G R A D E  9

Algebra II
F R O M Algebra I

CO R E Complex numbers, logarithms

TO Geometry in Grade 10

G R A D E  1 0

Geometry
F R O M Algebra I

CO R E Proof, similarity, trigonomet…

TO Precalculus in Grade 11

G R A D E  1 1

Precalculus
F R O M Grade 10 mathematics

CO R E Analytic trigonometry, limits

TO College calculus

Liberal Arts Math
Delivered through Florida Virtual School
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THE HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMME
Every student in Grades 9 to 11 takes English, mathematics, science, social studies,
Qur’anic Studies, Islamic Studies, Arabic, computer science and physical education.
Two of those sequences begin a year earlier: English I and Algebra I are taken in Grade
8 for high-school credit.

SUBJECT AREA GRADE(S) NOTES

English 8–11 English I taken in Grade 8 for high-school credit.

Mathematics 8–11 Algebra I taken in Grade 8 for high-school credit.

Science 9–11 Earth/Space Science, Biology, Chemistry.

Social Studies 9–11 World History, US History, US Government, Economics.

Qur’anic Studies 9–11 Taken every year.

Islamic Studies 9–11 Taken every year; three strands.

Arabic 9–11 Taken every year.

Computer Science 9–11 Web Development (Grade 9); Programming with C# (Grades 10–11).

Physical
Education

9–11 Weight training.
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COLLEGE READINESS
T H E  D I G I T A L  S AT  S U I T E

The SAT is now a digital test, and the description families may remember no longer
applies. It is taken on a computer in College Board's Bluebook application, in two sec‐
tions — Reading and Writing, then Math — and runs about two hours and fourteen

minutes. It is section-adaptive: performance on the first module of a section sets the
difficulty of the second. There is no essay. The optional essay was permanently dis‐
continued in 2021 and has not returned. Fees and registration are handled at college‐

board.org or through the College and Career Center.

P S AT/ N M S Q T  A N D  N AT I O N A L  M E R I T

The PSAT/NMSQT is digital and mirrors the SAT: Reading and Writing, 54 questions in
64 minutes; Math, 44 questions in 70 minutes; about two hours and fourteen minutes
in total. It is practice with one consequence attached — the PSAT/NMSQT taken in

Grade 11 is the qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Program. GSA ad‐
ministers the test to all Grade 9 and Grade 10 students, and opens it to Grade 11.

M A P  G R O W T H

GSA uses MAP Growth to monitor progress in reading, language usage and mathe‐
matics, administered three times a year. The results give a personalised picture of
each student's strengths and areas for growth, and teachers use them to tailor instruc‐

tion, set learning goals, and keep students both challenged and supported. MAP
Growth also appears on the Florida Department of Education's approved list of na‐

tionally norm-referenced tests, which means GSA's existing administration can satisfy
the annual testing requirement that applies to scholarship students.

W H AT  F L O R I D A  R E Q U I R E S  O F  A  P R I V AT E  S C H O O L

Private schools in Florida are not required to administer the statewide assessments.
The statewide system — FAST, administered three times a year and aligned to the
B.E.S.T. Standards, together with the B.E.S.T. end-of-course assessments in Algebra 1,

Geometry, Biology 1, Civics and U.S. History — governs the state's public schools. A
private school may apply, under s.1008.22, Florida Statutes, to administer it. What

does apply to GSA families: a student in Grades 3 to 10 holding a Florida Tax Credit,
FES-EO or PEP scholarship must take one nationally norm-referenced test from the
FLDOE-approved list each year — a requirement MAP Growth satisfies.
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S U B J E C T  P R O G R E S S I O N

Every subject here is a single continuous
argument from Pre-K to graduation.
What changes each year is not the topic
but the sophistication demanded.

P A R T  F O U R
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
English at GSA exists so a student can read anything put before them, judge it, and an‐
swer it in considered prose. Literature-based from the first year — whole texts and
novels, not isolated exercises — with the four literacies trained together in one weekly
routine. Islamic Studies enters through the texts and through writing that tests read‐
ing against belief. Small-group instruction, tiered by reading level, runs alongside
whole-class teaching at every grade. ◆

DOMAIN EARLY LEARNING ELEMENTARY K–5 MIDDLE SCHOOL 6–8 HIGH SCHOOL 9–11

Reading
Foundations

Phonological awareness,
letter-sound recognition;
visual discrimination of
colour, shape, size, pattern,
letters in English and Arabic.

Letters named, sounds matched, one-syllable words blended
(K) → phoneme isolation, blending, segmentation, substitution
(1) → syllabication rules, multisyllabic decoding (2) → complex
word families, fluent oral and silent reading (3).

Foundations secure. Grade 7 shifts from
learning to read to reading to learn: fluent,
accurate reading of complex text across
genres.

High-complexity texts read for explicit
statement and logical inference.

Comprehension

Daily stories, poems,
rhymes; two-step directions
followed; role-play at circle
time and in dramatic play.

Prediction from context and pictures, retelling in own words (K)
→ main idea, cause and effect, informational text structure (1–2)
→ problem and solution, prior knowledge linked to inference (3)
→ reading for information, not learning to read; chapter books
integral (4) → charts, maps, diagrams mined; fact separated
from opinion (5).

Texts on shared themes summarised,
compared (6) → an author's argument
traced on textual evidence (7) → central
theme, purpose, tone, persuasive language
weighed across editorials, speeches,
paired texts (8).

Varied texts read actively; claims examined
against their evidence.

Literary Analysis

Stories heard, retold,
enacted; characters and
events named.

Fiction distinguished from nonfiction (K) → plot, character,
setting, beginning-middle-end (1–2) → fairy tale, myth, folktale,
legend, fable; theme, narrator (3) → figurative language
identified (4) → literature at the heart of Grade 5: genre,
conflict, resolution, imagery, metaphor, symbolism.

All genres, one to two novels a year plus
anthology and media texts; Readers' Logs
of notes, questions, inferences; analytical
essays, poems and reports. ◆

Literature and informational texts across
periods analysed for craft and structure,
elements of literature, the power of
language, the influence of history, culture,
setting. American literary works in English
III.

Writing

Drawing, early letter
formation, dictated stories
in themed units.

Left-to-right formation, CVC words, simple complete sentences
(K) → the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing,
proofreading, publishing (1) → paragraphs with topic sentence,
supporting detail; letters, thank-you notes, invitations (2–3) →
multi-paragraph compositions with research, quotation,
paraphrase, citation (4) → narrative, expository, persuasive,
descriptive text at length; research reports framed by a question
(5).

Narrative, informational, explanatory
composition; sources integrated, cited,
listed on a works-cited page (6) → research
and persuasive writing on relevant
evidence (7) → personal narrative and
research projects balancing research
against original argument (8).

Argumentative claims developed and
supported; informative and expository
texts; responses to literature, personal and
analytical; writing to sources with text-
based evidence, prepared and timed. A
weekly Friday Writing Workshop supports
every English course.

Language
Conventions

Oral vocabulary and
conversation built through
listening, speaking,
sustained daily talk.

Spacing, case (K) → singular and plural nouns, noun-verb
agreement, end punctuation, capitalisation (1–2) → articles,
pronouns, verb tense, geographical and historical capitalisation
(3) → simple and compound sentences, appositives, participial,
adverbial, prepositional phrases (4) → clauses, colons, quotation
marks (5). Weekly spelling throughout.

Grammar, vocabulary and sentence
structure taught inside composition, not as
separate exercise.

Grammar, usage and mechanics studied
alongside writing and literature.

Listening and
Speaking

Circle-time discussion,
dramatic play, auditory
sequential memory;
instructions followed in
English and Arabic.

One- and two-step directions; poems, suwar and rhymes
recited (K) → descriptive speech with sensory detail; poems,
suwar and stories recited (1) → three- and four-step directions,
paraphrase of others (2) → chronological organisation; a
speaker's opinion distinguished from fact (3) → oral narrative
and informational presentations (4) → presentations pitched to
audience background and interests (5).

Active listening, collaborative discussion,
persuasive oral presentation of research
findings; language adapted to audience
and purpose.

Formal and informal presentation and
speech instruction; mass media evaluated;
propaganda and persuasion analysed in
English II.

Evidence of Learning. Weekly and bi-weekly skills assessments; selection tests; unit
assessments on comprehension, vocabulary strategies, literary elements, text fea‐
tures, grammar, mechanics, usage, writing; mid-year and year-end benchmarks;
weekly spelling pre- and post-tests; continuous oral assessment. MAP Growth in read‐
ing and language usage three times a year. Upper divisions: Readers' Logs, published
newsletters, analytical essays, documented papers, timed writing.

The GSA Difference. Students recite poetry and suwar in one strand — memorisation
of revelation and command of English trained by one voice. Literature is read against
the Qur’an, not beside it. And Grade 8 begins English I for high-school credit, a year
early.
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MATHEMATICS
Mathematics at GSA is taught so that students can function in a world dependent on
its application. Instruction rests on three components held in balance — conceptual
understanding, procedural fluency and problem solving — and none may stand in for
the other two. Each year's text assumes and extends the last. ◆

DOMAIN EARLY LEARNING ELEMENTARY K–5 MIDDLE SCHOOL 6–8 HIGH SCHOOL 9–11

Number and
Operations

Number recognition,
oral counting,
matching, sorting;
ordinal numbers;
number walls; calendar
reviewed daily.

Count, read and write to 100; add and subtract through 10;
sets compared as equal to, more than, less than (K) → place
value reinforced daily; double-digit addition and
subtraction (1) → number concepts and operations through
1,000, multiplication, division, fractions (2–3) → four
operations with whole numbers; fractions and decimals
related, read, written, applied (4) → division of whole
numbers; addition and subtraction of fractions and
decimals (5).

Addition, subtraction, multiplication,
division reconceived as one system, applied
across fractions, decimals, percentages,
integers, proportion (6); rational numbers
extended through symbolic, graphic and
numeric representation in Algebra I (8).

Structure and properties of the real
and complex number systems;
rational and irrational expressions;
rational exponents, radicals,
logarithmic and exponential
relationships.

Algebraic Thinking

Patterns made,
sequences arranged,
objects sorted by
attribute.

Commutative and identity properties explored with
manipulatives (1) → algebraic, geometric and measuring
concepts introduced in preparation for solving algebraic
problems (5).

Expressions and equations formulated and
reasoned about; function grasped as a rule
assigning one output to each input; linear
equations and systems solved (7) → Algebra I
for high-school credit (8): linear, quadratic
and exponential functions, polynomials,
factoring, chunking, transformation of
expressions.

Algebra II, then Precalculus: relations,
functions and graphs; polynomial,
rational, exponential, inverse,
logarithmic and circular functions;
sequences and series; limits; matrix
algebra.

Geometry and
Measurement

Regular and solid
shapes recognised;
measuring, comparing,
arranging by size;
puzzles.

Length and weight measured in non-standard units — a
pencil to measure a door (K) → temperature, weight, length,
money, analog and digital time (1) → basic geometry and
fractions (2–3) → measurement with the inch and
centimetre sides of a ruler (4) → properties of three-
dimensional shapes (5).

Distance, angle, similarity, congruence
under translation, rotation, reflection,
dilation; two- and three-dimensional figures
analysed; the Pythagorean Theorem applied
(7).

Geometry: logic, deductive argument
and proof; perpendicularity and
parallelism; similarity and
congruence; constructions; perimeter,
area and volume; right-triangle
trigonometry; circles; coordinate and
transformational geometry.

Data and
Probability

Graphs, comparison,
simple classification
within themed units.

Information collected, organised, displayed in graphs and
tables (1) → graphing extended through the primary grades
(2–3) → multiple forms of data analysis applied to problem
solving and logical thinking (5).

Statistical measures compare data sets
across populations; mean, median, mode,
range, interquartile range related to the
shape of a distribution; theoretical and
experimental probability of simple and
compound events (7); appropriate scale
chosen for graphical representation (8).

Statistics in Algebra I; permutations,
combinations and probability in
Algebra II.

Mathematical
Practice

Abstract ideas
approached first
through manipulatives
and physical
arrangement.

Manipulatives before abstraction; writing in mathematical
language to convey comprehension of a concept; real-life
connection; mathematical terminology used on critical-
thinking word problems in the higher grades. ◆

Word problems read and interpreted before
they are solved; note-taking treated as a
mathematical skill in its own right;
differentiated reinforcement where needed;
higher-order thinking named as the
instructional target. ◆

Mathematical ideas expressed clearly
and logically; mathematical literacy
and problem-solving fluency stated as
the department's goal; hands-on work
widening the view of where
mathematics applies. ◆

The high-school course set: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Liberal Arts Math (through
Florida Virtual School) and Precalculus. The prerequisite chain and both pathways are
set out on the Mathematics Pathway, p.35.

Evidence of Learning. Diagnostic assessment at the beginning, middle and end of the
year; formative lesson checks and a checkpoint partway through each chapter; chap‐
ter reviews, chapter tests and performance tasks as summative measures. Weekly
tests, projects, ◆ organisers and a yearly examination in the elementary grades;
midterm and final examinations in middle and high school. MAP Growth in mathemat‐
ics three times a year.

The GSA Difference. Grade 8 earns high-school credit in Algebra I, and the accelerated
Grade 7 course exists to make that possible. Mathematics is also where GSA's habit of
writing across subjects shows most plainly: a correct answer is not an explanation.
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SCIENCE
Science at GSA is hands-on and minds-on: students actively engaged in discovery,

most often in small groups, with direct experience of common objects, materials and
living things around them. In the elementary years, memorising specialised terminol‐

ogy matters less than understanding relationships, processes, mechanisms and ap‐
plications — the target is a scientific literacy that survives outside the classroom. ◆

DOMAIN EARLY LEARNING ELEMENTARY K–5 MIDDLE SCHOOL 6–8 HIGH SCHOOL 9–11

Nature of Science

Simple scientific tools handled;
questions asked, comparisons
made within curriculum themes;
teacher response to children's
questions deliberately fostering
inquiry.

Observing, describing, comparing, grouping, predicting,
concluding (1) → measuring, modelling, recording, inferring,
hypothesising, using variables, collaborating (2) → a science
journal in paragraphs and ◆ organisers (3) → the Five E's —
engage, explore, explain, elaborate, evaluate (4) → the
nature of science as formal content (5).

One of the eight major concepts taught every
year; investigations conducted safely and
effectively; content applied to unfamiliar
situations, not recalled. Grade 8 receives no
keyword scaffolding.

Science and engineering practices,
crosscutting concepts; laboratory
investigation, measurement, apparatus
and safety integral to Chemistry.

Physical Science

Not a separate discipline;
encountered inside themed
inquiry.

Matter — forms, changes, nature; energy, motion,
electricity, magnetism, simple machines (4) → the nature of
matter, energy, force and motion (5).

Nature of matter, energy, force and motion
across the three-year sequence; Grade 6 moves
from water and sound waves to
electromagnetic radiation requiring no
medium.

Chemistry: classification and structure of
matter, atomic theory, the periodic
table, bonding, formulas, reactions and
balanced equations, gases, acids, bases
and salts, the energy of physical and
chemical change.

Earth and Space
Science

Weather, seasons, the observable
world discussed as themes.

Earth, the interactive universe, changing weather, seasons
and their patterns (K) → planets, galaxies, moons, stars,
meteors; rocks and minerals; the water cycle, cloud
formation (3) → the solar system, constellations, the rock
cycle, the layers of the earth (4) → processes that shape the
Earth (5).

Processes that shape the earth, and earth and
space, across Grades 6–8 in the comprehensive
sequence.

Earth Space Science: Earth's dynamic
and interrelated systems, weather and
global climate change, with major
emphasis on its mechanisms and
implications.

Life Science

Living things observed and
compared within themes.

Living things distinguished from nonliving (K) → plants,
animals, water, air, sun, moon, stars, growth (1) → plant and
flower development, human and animal skeletons, life
cycles (3) → interdependence of life, the cycling of matter,
characteristics of ecosystems (4) → processes of life, and
how living things interact with their environment (5).

Basic life processes described,
interrelationships between organisms and
environment analysed; Grade 7 works with
population, carrying capacity and limiting
factors on real cases.

Biology: cell processes, genetics,
ecology, biological diversity, evolution
and human body systems, preparing
students for college coursework in the
life sciences.

Investigation and
the Science Fair

Comparisons made with simple
tools.

Mandatory as a class project in Grades 2, 3 and 4.
Mandatory as group projects in Grade 5. Students carry the
scientific process from inquiry and observation through
conclusions and writing up for review; all grades may enter.

Mandatory for every student in Grades 6, 7
and 8. Taught step by step in class;
investigations pre-approved and carried out at
home; completed projects presented to a panel
of qualified judges and defended in a question-
and-answer session.

Research prepared and entered for
county science fair competition.

Islamic
Integration

Wonder at creation opened
through themes and through the
child's own questions.

The senses are taught as gifts from Allah — then met again
as the first tools of the scientific process, so the gift
becomes the instrument (1 onward). Grade 3 studies the
delicate balance in which the world exists, designed by
Allah. Grade 5 sets Qur’anic descriptions of the natural
world beside current ideas, theories and technologies.

Qur’anic descriptions alongside contemporary
theory every year, so science is met as one part
of a religion lived in every aspect of life, not a
separate register of truth.

The same discussion at greater depth
across Earth Space Science, Biology and
Chemistry.

Facilities and inquiry. Investigations run outdoors and in the classroom on everyday

household materials, supplemented by interactive online activities.

Evidence of Learning. Daily oral formative questioning before new content, to locate

misunderstanding left from the previous lesson; lesson reviews, quizzes, chapter tests;
midterm and final examinations in middle and high school. Elementary science adds
lesson-level self-assessment, unit benchmark review, and a performance task evi‐

dencing inquiry and critical thinking on an authentic problem. The science fair pre‐
sentation and defence is itself a graded assessment.

The GSA Difference. Almost every school claims to integrate faith and science. GSA

states the mechanism: the senses are a gift, and the gift is the instrument. And the sci‐
ence fair is not optional — a rehearsal, from Grade 2, of defending your own work to

strangers.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
Social studies at GSA is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities,
taught so students make the informed, ethical, reasoned decisions citizenship in a di‐
verse democratic society requires. Teaching leans on primary sources, current events,
cooperative projects, field work and ◆ organisers.

DOMAIN EARLY LEARNING ELEMENTARY K–5 MIDDLE SCHOOL 6–8 HIGH SCHOOL 9–11

Geography

My Family, My
Community: child
among relatives,
neighbours.

Home, school, masjid, neighbourhood as communities (K) →
maps, graphs, charts read; maps, timelines made (2–3) →
United States landforms, weather, climate; Florida
geography (4) → North American land formations (5).

Seven continents in depth; interactive map skills (6);
geography throughout a determinant of politics,
economics, human relations.

Geographic-historic, time-space
relationships in World History; global
economy, exchange rates in Economics.

History

Growing and Changing:
how time alters the
world, and them.

Families and schools, today against the past (1) → America's
early communities, first Americans to settlers; ancient
Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China (3) → Florida: early tribes,
Spanish colonisation, present (4) → United States history:
first Americans to present-day government, world power,
Civil Rights Movement (5).

World History and Geography (6) → ancient Greece, Rome,
China, Japan through their governments (7) → American
history: why and how America was founded (8). Grades 6–8
sequence human history yearly: Adam, Nūḥ and the flood,
growth of societies, civilisations.

World History: civilisation's chronological
development through political, economic,
social, religious, military, dynastic, scientific,
cultural events. U.S. History taught to
Advanced Placement standards; mastery by
portfolio.

Civics and
Government

Classroom rules set by
the children; other
points of view
discovered.

Rules for getting along (K) → government, citizenship in daily
life (1) → local and national government; citizen rights,
responsibilities (3) → its branches, democracy, citizen's duty
tied explicitly to Islamic Studies (5).

Government an active agent shaping behaviour and
morality, not merely a maker of laws; democracies,
theocracies, dictatorships, monarchies compared; checks
and balances; the U.S. Constitution (7).

U.S. Government: classical and modern
political thought; comparative political
systems; constitutional framework;
federalism; separation of powers; parties
and interest groups; how people change
structures of authority.

Economics

Not a distinct strand at
this stage.

Natural resources in daily life (1) → community economics
(2) → money, choice, production of goods, trade; economic
impact on society (3).

Economy applied to every civilisation studied; resource
geography through Mesopotamia, Egypt, the United States
and Canada (6).

Economics: money, banking, monetary
policy; government, fiscal policy; American
mixed market system; scarcity, opportunity
cost, utility; supply, demand, price; personal
finance, credit, investment markets.

Culture

Family, neighbourhood,
community as first
cultural units.

Respect for other beliefs and cultures grounded in Islamic
values (K) → diverse peoples, much in common (1) → Culture
Day: weeks on one country, its culture and people,
presented to school and community; the country changes
yearly (3 onward) → Muslim American identity and United
States history (5).

One of the five areas. In their first field work, Grade 6
students define all five on a Tree Map, then work in pairs
and threes across campus for real examples from
community, current events, prior grades. ◆

Ethnic and cultural diversity of the American
experience; development of religion and its
impact on civilisations.

Sources and
Argument

Opinions formed and
voiced; disagreement
normal.

Expository text strategies — reread, summarise, organise in
◆ (2) → information analysed for inferences, judgements,
conclusions (4) → projects, ◆ note-taking as assessed
products (5).

Grade 6: the formal five-paragraph expository essay —
thesis, body paragraphs of historical evidence, conclusion.
Grade 7: the document-based question, take-home and in
class, thesis formulated from primary and secondary
documents. Grade 8: free-response essay and DBQ
mastery, frameworks applied unaided.

Documented papers and projects;
referencing and summarising stressed; U.S.
History portfolio; decision-making on live
political issues.

T W O  D E S I G N S  W O R T H  N A M I N G

Ar-Razzāq and the rivers · Grade 6. Students meet Ar-Razzāq, the Provider, among the
names of the Creator, then trace how provision reaches people — the Tigris and
Euphrates of ancient Mesopotamia, the Nile of ancient Egypt, the resources of the
United States and Canada. Physical geography becomes evidence for a theological
claim; the claim gives the geography a reason to be remembered.

The Qur’an as primary source · Grade 7. Returning to ancient Egypt, students read
the Qur’anic āyāt of Mūsā and Hārūn and their confrontation with the Firʿawn of their
time as primary sources for that state's society and government. The prophets sit in
historical context, not a separate register; students learn what a primary source is by
using one they already revere.

Evidence of Learning. Classroom performances and skits, class discussion, compre‐
hension tests, essay writing, the capacity to infer concepts critically. Lesson-level
checks, chapter assessments; weekly tests, end-of-unit summative assessments in the
elementary grades; projects throughout. Grade 7 DBQ examinations. Culture Day
presentations.

The GSA Difference. The five areas — geography, history, culture, government and
economy — and Islamic knowledge are taught as two portable frameworks, not two
subjects. A Grade 6 student who can apply both can enter any civilisation on the syl‐
labus and interrogate it.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE AND DIGITAL
LITERACY
T H E  P R O G R A M M E

Elementary K–5. Every student has weekly computer lab time. Kindergarten to Grade
3 establishes basic operations and concepts of computer technology: a computer's
purpose, input and output devices, care of equipment, operating programs.
Keyboarding begins in Grade 3, with the first lab projects. Grade 4 applies keyboard‐
ing to grade-appropriate work, uses media and technology resources for directed and
independent learning, names technology accurately, and learns cooperative use with
peers and family and positive social and ethical behaviour alongside the skills, not af‐
ter. Grade 5 turns the machine into an instrument of research: locating, evaluating
and collecting information from varied sources; processing data, reporting results;
judging which resource suits which task; building a graph or chart from spreadsheet
data; recognising multimedia characteristics; using productivity tools to prepare pub‐
lications, collaborate on technology-enhanced models and support mathematics, sci‐
ence, English and social studies.

Middle School 6–8. Grades 6 to 8 work in Google Workspace — Drive for storing, up‐
loading and sharing files; Docs for collaborative writing with real-time feedback;
Slides for presenting; Sheets for creating, editing and collaborating on spreadsheets —
alongside computing concepts: types of computer from desktop to server, hardware
and software, connecting to the internet, and multimedia formats on the web.

High School 9–11. Grade 9 is web development: HTML structure and common tags,
then CSS to customise, organise and style, ending in the student's own website with
images, video, audio and animation. Grades 10 and 11 are programming in C#, taught
through fundamental concepts and a sequence of built projects with quizzes.
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F I N E  A R T S

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
F I N E  A R T S

The music position, stated once. The Islamic faith prohibits the use of instrumental
music, and the school observes that teaching. Students, teachers and staff find tran‐
quillity and peacefulness in the melodious recitation of the Qur’an and in nasheed.

Singing at GSA is a cappella and chanted, without instrumental accompaniment. This
position holds across every division and every event.

Because the daily schedule does not permit specialist classes in music and art, the

arts are integrated into the core subjects by the core teachers rather than timetabled
separately.

Qur’an class is where vocal art is taught most seriously. Recitation is performed with

rhythmic intonation under the rules of tajwīd, and students are trained toward beauti‐
ful, expressive voices. In the early years children create original work in watercolour,
tempera, finger paint, clay, play dough, crayon and coloured pencil; visual art projects

continue into middle school inside core lessons, and students in the middle grades in‐
terpret literature through art shared with the class.

Students perform publicly through the year — student-written skits, poetry, singing
and Qur’anic recitation — at the annual school performance and at fundraisers.

H E A LT H  A N D  P H Y S I C A L  E D U C AT I O N

Physical education at GSA develops motor, cognitive and interpersonal skills together

with physical fitness, in a developmentally appropriate, safe, supportive and struc‐
tured environment where every student can experience success. Lessons are built
around moderate-to-vigorous activity, because the habits formed here are meant to

last a lifetime.

The programme is deliberately social. Teamwork, cooperation, problem solving, deci‐
sion making and communication are taught through the activities themselves, and

students take turns leading, which raises confidence and draws in those who hesitate
elsewhere. Elementary students are at varying stages of motor development, so activi‐
ties are offered at several levels of challenge and children progress at their own pace.

Students are also taught to read their own bodies: after running, they are asked to
place a hand over the chest and describe what they find.

The principle underneath is Islamic — a healthy body supports a healthy spirit, and

maintaining one's health is a responsibility.

Grades 9 to 11 take weight training: safety practice; assessment of health-related fit‐
ness; muscular strength and endurance and the health problems associated with in‐
adequate levels of both; knowledge of skeletal muscles; biomechanical and physio‐

logical principles; sound nutrition; and the design, implementation and evaluation of
a personal weight-training programme.
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VERTICAL ALIGNMENT
SUBJECT ELEMENTARY FOUNDATION MIDDLE SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT HIGH SCHOOL MASTERY

English Language
Arts

Letter-sound correspondence to multisyllabic
decoding; reading to learn from Grade 4;
literature at the heart of Grade 5.

Reading to learn from Grade 7; argument
traced on evidence; English I taken for credit
in Grade 8.

Literary periods analysed for craft, structure and
the influence of history and culture; writing to
sources, timed.

Mathematics

Counting to 100, then operations through
1,000, fractions and decimals; algebraic
concepts introduced in Grade 5.

Proportion and integers, then functions and
linear systems; Algebra I for high-school
credit in Grade 8.

Algebra II, Geometry and Precalculus: deductive
proof, complex numbers, trigonometric
identities, sequences, series and limits.

Science

Five senses to ecosystems; a science journal
from Grade 3; the science fair mandatory from
Grade 2.

Three-year comprehensive sequence; every
student presents an investigation to
qualified judges and defends it.

Earth Space Science, Biology and Chemistry:
discipline-specific courses with laboratory
investigation and college-level preparation.

Social Studies

Neighbourhood to nation: communities,
ancient civilisations, Florida, then United
States history and the citizen's duty.

Five areas applied to any society; five-
paragraph essay, then the DBQ, then free-
response and DBQ mastery.

World History, U.S. Government and Economics:
comparative systems, constitutional framework,
fiscal and monetary policy.

Qur’an

Juzʾ ʿAmma complete in Grade 1; tajwīd from
Grade 3; meanings of Juzʾ 28–30 understood by
Grade 5.

Memorisation continues while tafsīr is
introduced: the history, context and lessons
behind the āyāt.

Meaning and application carry the emphasis;
tafsīr studied and recitation entered in
competition.

Arabic

Letters, long and short vowels, then grammar,
dictation and composition; standard and
Qur’anic Arabic throughout.

Centre-based practice in reading, writing,
grammar and translation; advanced Grade 8
students may join Arabic I.

Modern Standard Arabic: long passages read,
summarised and answered; textbooks entirely in
Arabic, no translation.

Islamic Studies

Pillars of Islam and of faith, sīrah, prophets and
akhlāq through story, art and simulated Hajj.

Tawḥīd studied in depth; etiquette,
relationships, dress and daʿwah; formal
study of the sīrah in Grade 8.

Three strands with the resident scholar: ʿaqīdah,
fiqh of ṣalāh, and the Rightly-Guided Caliphs.

Standards. The academic programme is measured against Florida's B.E.S.T. Standards
for English Language Arts and Mathematics, and the Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards for Science and Social Studies.
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THE ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK
Assessment at GSA answers four questions, each with the instrument that fits; no sin‐
gle measure does all four jobs.

D I A G N O S T I C  —  W H AT  D O E S  T H I S  S T U D E N T  A L R E A D Y  K N O W ?

Before instruction, to fix the starting point and group students: beginning-of-year
mathematics assessments; the year's first MAP Growth administration; the VPK as‐
sessment and STAR Literacy in Early Learning; Teaching Strategies GOLD observation
across the developmental domains; oral placement in Arabic, where classes may be
divided or combined to match students' actual level.

F O R M AT I V E  —  I S  T H E  T E A C H I N G  W O R K I N G ,  N O W ?

During instruction, so teaching can change while it still matters: daily oral question-
and-answer in science before new content, catching yesterday's gaps; lesson-level
checks; a mid-chapter checkpoint; teacher-created online quizzes ending a lesson or
every second lesson; class discussion, quick checks, polls, observation; weekly spell‐
ing pre-tests; and the weekly regrouping of small-group instruction.

P E R F O R M A N C E  A N D  A U T H E N T I C  —  C A N  T H E  S T U D E N T  D O  T H E  T H I N G ?

Under conditions resembling real use: the science-fair investigation defended before
qualified judges in question-and-answer; Culture Day presentations to school and
community; published newsletters; student-written plays and poetry staged; Qur’an
recitation competitions; performance tasks in mathematics and science; the quarterly
Islamic Studies research project.

S U M M AT I V E  —  W H AT  H A S  B E E N  L E A R N E D ?

Closing a unit, course or year: unit and chapter assessments in every subject; mid-year
and end-of-year benchmarks; weekly spelling post-tests; unit benchmark tests in sci‐
ence; midterm and final examinations in middle and high school; the yearly mathe‐
matics examination; end-of-year literature examinations.

A S S E S S M E N T  A N D  F L O R I D A  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

GSA is an independent school. Florida does not require private schools to administer
the statewide assessments — FAST progress monitoring in ELA Reading and
Mathematics; the B.E.S.T. end-of-course assessments in Algebra 1, Geometry, Biology
1, Civics and U.S. History; B.E.S.T. Writing in Grades 4–10; the Statewide Science
Assessment in Grades 5 and 8 — though a private school may apply to administer
them under s.1008.22, Florida Statutes.

What is required follows the scholarship, not the school: a student holding a Florida
Tax Credit, Family Empowerment Scholarship for Educational Options, or
Personalized Education Program scholarship, in Grades 3 through 10, must take one
nationally norm-referenced test from the FLDOE-approved list each year. NWEA MAP
Growth is on that list; GSA already administers it three times a year in reading, lan‐
guage usage and mathematics.

Publisher-specific instruments and platforms: Appendix B.
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A S S E S S M E N T  M A T R I X

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES
A S S E S S M E N T S  AT T R I B U T E D  T O  G S A

ASSESSMENT GRADE(S) SUBJECT FREQUENCY PURPOSE

MAP Growth
(NWEA)

High school Reading, language usage,
mathematics

Three times a year Diagnostic and growth monitoring; results used to tailor
instruction and set goals

PSAT/NMSQT
9 and 10; open
to 11

Reading and writing,
mathematics

Annually College readiness; the Grade 11 administration determines
National Merit eligibility

SAT
11 Reading and writing,

mathematics
By registration College entry

VPK assessment
Pre-K 4 Early literacy and

mathematics
Three times a year Diagnostic and progress monitoring

STAR Literacy Pre-K Early literacy Every two months Progress monitoring

Teaching
Strategies GOLD

Pre-K 3, Pre-K 4 All developmental domains Continuous observation Authentic observational assessment of development

Frog Street theme
assessments

Pre-K 3, Pre-K 4 Theme content Weekly, across nine four-
week themes

Formative

Benchmark
assessment

K–8 Reading and language arts Mid-year and end of year Summative benchmark

Weekly spelling
test

K–8 Language arts Weekly, pre- and post-test Formative and summative

Oral assessment All grades Qur’an and Islamic Studies Continuous Recitation accuracy, tajwīd and comprehension

Unit and chapter
assessments

All grades All academic subjects End of chapter and unit Summative mastery

Performance
tasks

K–8 Mathematics and science Per unit Authentic application of inquiry and problem solving

Science fair
presentation and
defence

2–8 Science Annually Performance: investigation presented to qualified judges with
question-and-answer defence

I N S T R U C T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S  —  P U B L I S H E R  A N D  T I T L E

Editions, years, ISBNs and platforms are published in Appendix C.

DIVISION CORE ACADEMIC RESOURCES QUR’AN, ISLAMIC STUDIES AND ARABIC

Early Learning
Frog Street Threes and Frog Street Pre-K, with Conscious Discipline embedded; Starfall, STAR
Literacy and IXL as supporting digital resources

Taught from the school’s own scope and sequence;
assessed orally

Elementary K–5
Wonders reading (McGraw-Hill) · GO Math (HMH) · Florida Science (HMH) · social studies from
HMH in Kindergarten and myWorld (Savvas) in Grades 1–5

Sanabil Series Arabic; Islamic Studies from the
school’s own curriculum

Middle School 6–8

Collections English (HMH) · GO Math, Math 7 Accelerated and Algebra I (HMH and McGraw-Hill)
· Integrated Science (McGraw-Hill) · myWorld History (Savvas), Civics and US History (HMH)

I Love Arabic; Islamic Studies and Computer
Science curricula written by the school’s resident
scholar

High School 9–11

Collections English (HMH) · Algebra II, Geometry and Precalculus (McGraw-Hill) · Earth Science
and Biology (McGraw-Hill), Chemistry (HMH) · US Government, World History and Economics
(Savvas)

I Love Arabic; the three-strand Islamic Studies
curriculum written by the school’s resident scholar
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Garden of the Sahaba Academy
3100 NW 5th Avenue · Boca Raton, Florida 33431

561-395-3011 · info@assahaba.org

assahaba.org

Instilling in each child the love of learning, and
linking it to the love of Allah and to serving

humanity.
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